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It’s official. The Trump we saw running for the nomination, and the Trump we 
saw campaigning for president, and the 
Trump we saw as president-elect—those 
are all the exact same Trump we’ll be 
seeing as president. That is, unless he 
somehow shows growth as he continues in 
the position, but seeing his handling of the 
political game so far, that seems unlikely.
Since becoming President Trump on 
Friday, he has continued to wage his war on 
the media. He has lied about the weather 
at his inauguration, stating that the rain 
stopped for his speech and resumed 
immediately following it, which was God’s 
way of helping him out. This was called 
out by media organizations, including the 
Washington Post, for being a complete 
lie; it did rain during the beginning of 
his speech, and it didn’t resume after it. 
Another, more egregious lie came in 
the form of his estimated inauguration 
turnout. While he claimed there were at 
least one million people there, pictures 
were released by the media showing the 
actual size of the crowd to be significantly 
smaller than Obama’s, and also much 
smaller than Trump’s own estimates. 
This lying has been a persistent 
theme of his time in politics, and when 
the media reacts or releases facts to prove 
him wrong, he lashes out, going as far 
as to say that journalists “are some of 
the most dishonest people on earth” in 
a speech given to the CIA on Saturday.
Unfortunately, it goes deeper 
than Trump. His press secretary, Sean 
Spicer, said that the administration 
would “hold the media accountable” for 
spreading falsehoods such as these. 
This is an incredibly dangerous 
rhetorical precedent to set. By creating a 
them vs. us relationship with journalists, 
the Trump administration is effectively 
creating an environment in which 
they can lie to their supporters and to 
Americans, and then cast doubt on any 
reporting to the contrary. If the media 
is out to get Donald Trump, what would 
stop them from falsely calling him a liar? 
Additionally, Spicer stated that 
Trump will still be maintaining his Twitter 
account throughout his presidency, even 
though the account has been infamous 
for creating controversy. This means that 
he’ll have another way to reach out to 
his supporters to spread falsehoods and 
foster resentment between the two sides.
This isn’t to say everything he’s 
said is false—he’s made good on some 
campaign promises already, including 
beginning his work on dismantling 
the Affordable Care Act, which is 
guaranteed to damage the working 
class Americans that he is supposed to 
be championing; and officially pulling 
out of the Trans-Pacific Partnership, a 
move that was praised by Bernie Sanders 
and opposed by many Republicans. 
As is discussed in our feature, 
women and male allies marched in the 
millions around the world in protest of 
women’s rights abuses and the election 
of a man who would continue the abuses. 
As if to prove them right, on January 
23 Trump reinstated the Mexico City 
Policy, which disallows NGOs around 
the world to receive US funding if they 
use or recommend abortion as a method 
of family planning. This will stop many 
women around the world from receiving 
health care that they need, especially in 
cases of medically-necessary abortions, 
and will increase the rates of desperate 
women seeking out illegal abortion venues, 
which can be incredibly dangerous. 
All in all, Trump is still incredibly 
divisive, and he will continue to lie about 
his mistakes. On January 23, Spicer 
apologized for propagating lies about the 
size of the inauguration, stating that since 
the press can apologize for mistakes, he 
should be able to as well when he is given 
false information. It’s our job as the media 
to keep Trump and his administration 
honest, and to keep their backs up against 
the wall when they’re trying to weasel out 
of lies. Hopefully, with honest reporting, 
we can fight back against the wave of 
false news and help keep everyone—
including his ardent supporters—
informed on what’s really happening.  
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How many lonely homes are 
in your neighbourhood?
On January 16, Waterloo Lutheran Seminary presented a talk 
called Protecting Water Through 
Prayer and Resistance: Witness 
from Standing Rock and Line 9.
There were two featured speakers. 
The first was Myeengun Henry, Elder 
and band councillor for the Chippewas of 
the Thames First Nation and Aboriginal 
services manager at Conestoga College.
The other speaker was 
Bishop Mark MacDonald, national 
Indigenous Anglican Bishop with 
the Anglican Church of Canada.
Both speakers shared their 
experience with protest and 
resistance of Indigenous issues.
“One of the visions of the Seminary, 
the public seminary, is to bring public 
issues and try to bring to bear what 
kind of insights faith and religious 
life might help in terms of people like 
Bishop MacDonald and Elder Myeegun 
to help us better understand how we can 
participate [and] take part in making 
the world a better place,” said Allen G. 
Jorgenson, organizer of Protecting Water 
Through Prayer and Resistance, and 
assistant dean and professor of systematic 
theology at Wilfrid Laurier University.
Jorgenson explained that the use 
of the Seminary is to provide a space 
for all to receive resources about 
important social and environmental 
topics. The Seminary has done significant 
work to raise awareness of issues 
such as Standing Rock and Line 9.
As well, they have been following 
recommendations from The Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission.
“We have been attentive on 
some of the calls for action, which 
is one of the things The Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission is to engage 
in these issues. We’ve been doing it 
for a quite a while,” Jorgenson said.
“We want to continue to look at 
what’s on the table and what are the 
issues that are most pressing, and how 
we can help people of faith and in 
the community to find ways into the 
questions and into the calls for action.”
The talk with Bishop MacDonald 
and Henry stressed the importance 
of consent when it comes to issues 
surrounding Indigenous land.
“The heart of the issue wasn’t 
really altogether the oil, in that sense. 
People misunderstand that. I know I’ve 
heard from the interviews from people 
at Standing Rock saying we are not 
actually against the pipeline, we are 
against that they were going to build the 
pipeline without asking us and we think 
it’s dangerous,” explained Jorgenson.
“The goal of the event was to provide 
an occasion for people of faith and no 
faith who are interested in learning from 
our Indigenous neighbours and how 
they can be involved and they have an 
occasion to do that,’’ said Jorgenson.
For those who missed the event 
at the Seminary, Jorgenson touched 
on the importance of staying educated 
about important issues that affect our 
society and Indigenous community.
“Myeengun Henry brought up 
the issue that is not just an issue of 
Standing Rock, but this is an issue in 
our own backyard,” Jorgenson said.
“One of the ways you could be 
involved is through learning something 
[…] Raising awareness is part of social 
justice. For people of faith there’s a sense 
of responsibility to care for the world 
and just get people aware of issues.”
Seminary presents talk on water protection
öö Indigenous water quality at the forefront
Nathalie Bouchard
The Cord
Within the past year, the housing crisis has plagued homeowners 
across the Metro Vancouver region due 
to the growth of the housing market 
bubble and its overall unpredictability. As 
prices for single-family homes continue 
to rise, the number of new residents 
purchasing property begins to dwindle 
and spread farther from the regions’ core 
in the hopes of more affordable spaces. 
A Coquitlam woman who wants to get 
to the bottom of the inflating housing 
market issue thinks she may have found 
one of the key players in what she calls 
“lonely homes.”
“The idea began to build slowly 
starting in January 2016 when there was 
a significant amount of media attention 
focused on the lack of rental housing in 
the Lower Mainland. At the time there 
were a number of news stories about 
the challenges of finding affordable 
homes for refugees and the number 
of renovictions in some areas of the 
region,” shared Christine Boehringer on 
her website, lonelyhomes.ca. “We saw a 
number of what appeared to be empty 
homes and wondered how common they 
are. We wrote down some addresses and 
checked on them regularly to see if they 
were empty over a period of time and 
talked about it with a few friends. Our 
discussion evolved into all of the ways 
these empty homes affect us.”
Boehringer wrote that the website is 
a way to spread awareness about lonely 
homes as a growing issue that is affecting 
communities at large. She hopes to open 
the discussion as to why there are an 
increasing number of empty homes and 
what measures could be taken to adjust 
certain housing policies. 
Currently, the website has racked 
up 299 lonely homes—271 of them being 
single-family individual houses. Notably, 
the homes are self-reported.
Coquitlam City Councillor Craig 
Hodge, who is wary of the website, 
commented to CBC about his concerns, 
stating that having residents reporting 
street to street isn’t the way he wants 
to gather information on homes. His 
argument stands on the fact that it isn’t 
the way he wants to build a community 
“because it has the potential to cause 
friction.” In fact, he raised the perspective 
for the rights of private ownership, 
suggesting that they should “use their 
property as they please.”
“There have been a lot of news stories 
about real estate in the Lower Mainland 
and lots of data including estimates of 
empty homes from older census data 
and other sources,” shares Boehringer 
on her website. “Estimates from 10,800 
to 58,000 empty homes in the Lower 
Mainland have been generated from 
different sources. These are shocking 
numbers, the equivalent of small cities. 
The issue of empty homes, their impact 
on communities and the environment, 
crime, and homelessness, and even why 
they are empty, hasn’t generated a lot of 
discussion and public input.”
Ideally, Boehringer hopes to present 
the findings of her website to local 
government by March to see the release 
of lonely homes into the housing market. 
Recently, the city introduced an Empty 
Homes Tax in which owners must pay a 
one per cent tax on the current property 
value of their homes if unoccupied after 
six months.
“Homes shouldn’t be commodities,” 
Boehringer said on the website. “They 
should be available for people to live in 
and raise their families.” 
öö New website points out empty houses across Metro Vancouver 
Im
ag
e 
vi
a 
cl
ev
el
an
d
.c
o
m
Aaron Guillen
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Myeengun Henry(l) and Mark MacDonald(r)
news // no. 4 theotherpress.ca
Coquitlam Centre Station is among one of the busiest hubs along the newly 
implemented Evergreen Line, which 
spans across Port Moody and Coquitlam. 
Though the speedy service began less than 
two months ago, thousands of riders have 
found Coquitlam Centre Station to be an 
important connector (to the West Coast 
Express and as a fast track to Downtown 
Vancouver), and it has quickly become 
a cornerstone for many commutes.
Currently, the area surrounding the 
station is used as a Park and Ride parking 
lot with over 1,000 stalls for Tri-City 
residents. On some days, the parking 
lot can appear similar to a vast barren 
landscape. With chain link fences dividing 
the bus exchange and Park the Ride, many 
residents may have trouble accessing the 
SkyTrain station at first encounter. Now, 
a competition is being held among real 
estate students who may be able to change 
the future look of the bustling station.
Forty students from the University 
of British Columbia, University of 
Washington, and Portland State 
University are taking part in the 14th 
Annual Pacific Northwest Real Estate 
Challenge, a competition organized 
by the Commercial Real Estate 
Development Association (NAIOP). 
For the first time in Canada, students 
will be given the task of creating mixed-
use commercial development plans, 
each unique and inventive in its own 
way to plan the potential future of the 
Coquitlam Centre SkyTrain Station.
“This Real Estate Challenge offers 
a great opportunity for students to 
work on a real world, challenging 
case, while also having a stake in the 
community. The newly constructed 
SkyTrain Evergreen Extension has great 
potential for the City of Coquitlam, as 
students will have to figure out how 
the transportation infrastructure can 
be optimized for the future tenants 
and residents of this 14-acre parcel, as 
well as the surrounding community,” 
said Jarvis Rouillard, president of 
NAIOP Vancouver, in a press release.
By opening the door to a real case 
study, students will be able to envision 
their plans onto real infrastructures. 
Teams have until March to present 
their plans in front of a panel of judges, 
including members of the commercial 
real estate industry and TransLink 
officials. Notably, TransLink isn’t subject 
to implement any of the proposed plans 
that are produced from the competition, 
but have the option to do so.
“We want this station to become 
a community hub that embraces 
the principles and philosophy of a 
transit oriented development,” said 
Guy Akester, Director of Real Estate 
Programs and Partnerships at TransLink, 
in the same press release. “The site 
needs to be highly walkable, offer a 
great mix of uses, and engage with 
the transportation infrastructure in a 
positive way. We’re excited to see what 
the students propose while preserving 
the transit functionality of the site.”
Since the closing of the Women’s Centre in 2013, Douglas College 
did not offer a safe space where self-
identified women could come together 
for emotional and peer support. With 
the DSU Women’s Collective weekly 
coffee house, women—or anyone who 
wishes to join—now have that space. 
The first meeting of the Women’s 
Collective weekly coffee house, facilitated 
by the Women’s Collective Executives 
Prabh Hundal and Telka Pesklevits, kicked 
off on January 17. With many eager and 
vocal participants (and with the aid of free 
coffee and Timbits), conversations flowed 
around why women aren’t in higher level 
positions, why women contribute their 
success to outside factors rather than 
themselves, and their favourite desserts. 
“Self-identified women don’t have 
a space to get together or meet. It’s 
important to have a space to be exposed 
to ideas of feminism. [Some people] 
learn that in class, but not everyone 
does. I think that it is very important 
to be living in this society and to be 
exposed to such ideas and to have a 
space where they can learn more about 
[feminism] and discuss it,” said Hundal. 
The weekly coffee house provides 
a safe and supportive space for all self-
identified women to discuss ideas of 
politics, feminism, society, and culture. 
The collective also provides a learning 
space for people who wish to become 
more educated on women’s issues, 
women’s health, and current events. 
“I went to this conference at UBC 
about sexual assaults on campus and I 
realized that we don’t have such a safe 
space here where women can come 
and feel comfortable and share their 
experiences and their stories and to 
learn and support each other. Every 
other campus has one space like that, 
but we [didn’t],” said Hundal. “It is kind 
of sad that most women on campus 
don’t know where to get resources or 
where to get help, and if they have a 
question they can come talk to us.”
“Unfortunately, things like sexual 
assault do still happen, and I think it can 
sometimes get brushed under the rug, and 
there needs to be a space for people that 
that happens to. Even if they don’t want to 
talk about it, just to feel like if they can if 
they want to or need to,” added Pesklevits. 
“I also think that sexual and physical 
health can be portrayed negatively for 
women. They’re just not talked about, 
and being able to have somewhere where 
women can feel comfortable talking about 
that with each other is really important.”
The collective aims to provide 
support and a safe space for women, 
and it does exactly that. The coffee 
house is an ideal place for anyone who 
wants to discuss feminist issues and 
ideas, or wants to learn more about it. 
“Everyone’s allowed in the Women’s 
Collective, so long as they maintain 
a safe space,” Pesklevits said. 
UBC students given chance to redesign area 
around Coquitlam Centre SkyTrain Station
öö Real Estate Challenge competition heads to Canada for first time
Free coffee, donuts, and feminism
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öö DSU Women’s Collective weekly coffee house is a go
Jessica Berget
Staff Writer
Aaron Guillen
Staff Reporter
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On January 19, New Westminster Museum and Archives hosted 
Community Stories of Truth and 
Reconciliation at the Anvil Centre. 
Along with the museum, the event 
was coordinated by the City of New 
Westminster, the Arts Council of 
New Westminster, QMUNITY, 
Northern Engagement, and Truth 
and Reconciliation Canada.
Dave Seaweed, Aboriginal Student 
Services Coordinator at Douglas 
College, mediated the discussion.
The event was attended by many 
notable members of the community, such 
as school board members, city councillors, 
New Westminster mayor Jonathan Cote, 
and New Westminster MLA Judy Darcy.
The panel was composed of 
four Indigenous speakers, who 
each gave a 10-minute presentation 
before the panel started answering 
questions from the audience.
Harlen Pruden, a nēhiyaw/First 
Nation Cree and managing editor at Two 
Spirit Journal, was the first panelist to 
make a presentation. Pruden discussed 
the fluctuating gender roles of Two 
Spirit indigenous persons. He detailed 
the roles in which these people served 
prior to European contact. After contact, 
Pruden described the treatment of 
Two Spirited people as derogatory. 
European settlers would often call 
the Two Spirit people “the berdache,” 
which attributed male members to be 
what was considered overly feminine.
Pruden described how residential 
schools had an effect on this culture 
by placing an imposition of gender 
roles that did not exist in the original 
nation. In addition to imposing set 
societal roles for its students, these 
residential schools kept families 
separated and broke family traditions.
“Family structure are key building 
blocks for healthy societies […] what 
else has been taken from us?”
The second panelist of the evening 
was Natasha Webb, who serves as 
president of the Douglas College 
Aboriginal Student Collective. Fitting to 
her role at the college, Webb told the story 
of how she helped establish a safe space 
for indigenous students at the college. 
The collective was chartered in 2014, 
after some initial struggle to get official 
DSU club status. Webb feared that the 
collective would not take off due to 
lack of involvement, but after tabling, 
creating a social media presence, and 
visiting classroom, the collective gained 
enough members to become chartered. 
Since the collective was created, the 
Aboriginal Student Collective was able 
to attend the first Indigenous Students 
Conference in Victoria in November 2016.
Webb explained that healing 
can be found through education. Her 
keynote was opened with enthusiasm, 
as she detailed how her social work 
textbook had two chapters focusing on 
indigenous issues, with more coverage 
sprinkled throughout the textbook. 
Webb described it as a big step in 
increasing exposure for these issues.
“We all need to be represented so 
that we all may heal,” closed Webb.
Josh Dahling, who was adopted 
into the Squamish nation and works 
with Camp Kerry (which offers 
bereavement programs to children 
and families), was the third panelist 
of the evening, Dahling spoke about 
the long lasting damage in indigenous 
communities caused by colonization. 
“I haven’t always been a saint,” 
conceded Dahling, who previously 
struggled with addiction and has 
relatives who continue to struggle. 
“It takes a community to heal.”
The fourth and final panelist was 
Cease Wyss, a Coast Salish woman 
who has been actively working at 
passing on art and culture both 
locally and internationally.
Wyss focused on discussing how 
people can reach personal reconciliation. 
She suggested that community and 
culture may be restored by focusing 
on decolonizing one’s self, mainly 
by connecting with children and 
youth, and then making an effort to 
practice cultural traditions. Through 
those activities, people may free 
their spirit, mind, and blood.
After the panelists had all had 
their chance to give presentations, 
the floor was opened up to the 
audience to ask questions.
Speaking to the role that 
municipalities play in reconciliation, 
Wyss advised the crowd to stop the 
celebration of colonization, alluding 
to Canada’s 150th anniversary this year, 
although she admitted that “We’re 
participating, whether we like it or not.”
Despite the seemingly widespread 
celebration, Wyss reminded the 
audience to not view indigenous 
reluctance to the celebration as 
negative, but to use it to gain a better 
understanding of indigenous issues.
Meanwhile, Pruden said that 
municipalities and government 
need to make relationships right 
again through policy and writing. He 
added that, since the government has 
historically spent money to implement 
colonization, it is only right that they 
use money today to help decolonize. 
To address a teacher’s question of 
what they should teach children, Webb 
suggested that teachers use Aboriginal 
stories to educate children, as the colours 
and characters draw them into the culture.
Dahling added, “What 
you’re teaching isn’t as important 
as how you’re teaching.”
Yet perhaps the most harrowing 
discussion of the evening was in regards 
to the damaged family dynamics that 
have been left behind by the residential 
school system. A young woman from 
the audience described how her 
family had been negatively affected 
by the trauma experienced by a now-
deceased member of her family.
Harlen described what his childhood 
was like with his own mother, who was 
also a residential school survivor, and 
offered a hug to the young woman. 
Harlen recounted how his mother would 
assault him and his siblings, while 
clarifying that much was a result of her 
own residential school experience.
“Our silence and our secrets 
keep us sick,” Harlen reflected.
Cease, whose mother had 
also been a residential school 
survivor, offered words of hope.
“Everytime she shared [her trauma], 
she shared more, and more, and more 
[…] you being here is a step for healing.”
Inspiring and heartbreaking tales 
of truth and reconciliation
öö New Westminster hosts unforgettable panel
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Westworld is… ambitious, to say the least. The HBO series 
directed by J.J. Abrams definitely 
did not hold anything back as far as 
intricacy is concerned, though how 
well the 10-episode-long debut season 
managed to convey those intricacies 
is left for the viewer to decide. 
We will keep spoilers to anything 
you would learn in the first episode, 
as we would not want to ruin the gun-
toting, whiskey-drinking fun for anyone 
considering the 10-hour-long story, 
and who may be reading this review 
wanting no more than a gentle, guiding 
hand. Well, I’ve got two, and all 10 
fingers to type with, so here we go. 
Westworld is an amusement 
park for rich people. It is inhabited by 
robotic beings—I refrain from the more 
definite “robots” for reasons that will 
become clear if you just watch the damn 
thing already—that exist solely for the 
enjoyment of any real humans willing to 
pay the hefty price. And yes, enjoyment 
in this case does include (but is not 
limited to) killing, torturing, berating, 
humiliating, love-making, shot taking, 
robot baiting, or just general befriending, 
depending on the deepest desires of the 
“guests” of the park. Oh, also, it’s in the 
wild west. We can’t forget that part. 
Westworld—note the italics, we’re 
talking the show, not the identically 
named theme park here, folks—takes 
this somewhat unbelievable premise 
and delves as deep and as complex as, 
well, a labyrinth, into the question of 
what makes a human truly real. Is it 
free will? A beating heart? Suffering? 
Love? Memory? All of the above?
This show is ambitious in that it 
does not hold anything back in the 
hopes that everyone will like it. It has 
a LOT of talking, with the majority 
being some form of explanation. I 
am more of a show-don’t-tell kind of 
viewer, but to each their own. It also 
has a few things here and there that can 
quite literally throw you for a loop. 
The mysteries are hard to realize 
as actually being mysteries in the first 
place, until they hit you hard with the 
twist. By the bitter end the general 
storyline is tangible, though some 
may gain from the various YouTube 
“Ending Explained” videos (guilty). 
Looking at a 10-episode series 
like this one, it is hard not to relate it 
to another recent watch: The Netflix 
original, Stranger Things. Though the 
genres are mostly different, they both 
operate on a slow reveal to pique the 
viewer’s interest here and there over the 
course of the season. While Stranger 
Things runs a cliffhanger formula that 
had me up until 6:00 a.m. to finish the 
series in one go because are-you-kidding-
me, Westworld lacked the overhanging 
questions that needed to be resolved. 
Sure, things needed explaining, but it was 
not the driving interest. The premise is 
enough to encourage an entirely 100 per 
cent legal stream of at least the second or 
third episode, and though the characters 
did not offer too much to root for in the 
beginning, the show is worth watching 
just to exist in such an interesting idea. 
There is a lot more that could 
be said about Westworld—from the 
questions it raises about morality, or 
identity, or “Who the hell even is the 
bad guy here?”—but we will leave it at 
this: Westworld is a great choice if you’re 
looking for a new show to watch, but 
only if you are willing to pay attention. 
It’s kind of like Lost, 
actually. The good Lost. 
Let’s hope it doesn’t 
turn into bad Lost. 
Looking for the centre of a maze
öö ‘Westworld’ review
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Magic: The Gathering, the competitive trading-card game that has been 
around since 1993, is still incredibly 
popular. There are over 15 stores that 
sell cards and host tournaments 
in the Lower Mainland alone. 
However, next month’s Grand Prix 
will celebrate the game on a much grander 
scale. Taking place from February 17 to 19, 
the event’s main tournament is capped 
out at 1,500 entrants, with an entry fee 
of $100. This time, the main event will 
be in the Modern format, meaning that 
cards going back to 2003’s Mirrodin set 
are legal to play barring a short ban-list. 
Because of the large number of cards at an 
entrant’s disposal, the format is incredibly 
competitive and quite expensive 
compared to Standard, which only 
allows cards from the last three blocks.
Every few months, a new set is 
released. Most recently, it was January 
20’s Aether Revolt, an expansion in the 
Kaladesh block. Both of these sets are 
heavily based around artifacts and the 
names and culture within them are 
influenced by South-Asian countries. 
A few cards in it are expected to make 
their way into consistent Modern play, 
so it will be interesting to see how the 
tournament is affected by the new release.
Magic is well known for the beautiful 
art that adorns every card, and it goes as 
far as crediting the artist on the bottom 
of each one, something other card 
games such as Yu-Gi-Oh! haven’t done. 
With the Grand Prix, fans will have the 
opportunity to meet the artists who 
drew the art for their favourite cards, 
and even have them signed. So far, the 
confirmed artists are Joseph Meehan, rk 
post, Jason Felix, Johannes Voss, and Craig 
Spearing. Although it’s free, unlike many 
autograph sessions, it is recommended 
that you tip the artists for their time.  
For those interested in getting 
some souvenirs from the Grand Prix 
without competing, there is a $50 
souvenir package with a Vancouver Grand 
Prix exclusive playmat, a Grand Prix 
Progenitus promo card, as well as two 
draft sets. A draft set is three boosters, 
and these allow you to compete in side 
tournaments called drafts, where you 
make a deck on the spot by rotating 
the packs with those you are playing 
with and selecting cards from them.
Since attending as a spectator is free, 
there is something for every Magic fan at 
this event. If you’re feeling particularly 
strong about your Modern deck, throw 
your hat in the ring for that $15,000 
grand prize, or one of the many smaller 
ones. Otherwise, meet and mingle 
with your community, and have a great 
time playing in side tournaments and 
perusing the goods sold by local vendors. 
Lauren Kelly
Editor-in-Chief
Chandler Walter
Assistant Editor
‘Magic: The Gathering’ Grand Prix 
coming to Vancouver in February
öö Opportunity to compete in tournaments, meet artists, and buy goods
issue 17 // volume 43 arts // no. 7
The Boston Marathon bombing in 2013 was one of the worst terrorist 
attacks in United States history since 9/11. 
An event that many people in Boston 
thought impossible took place. It not 
only affected a lot of people, it caused 
the city to come together during a very 
difficult time. Patriots Day is the first 
of two films that talks about the Boston 
Marathon bombing. The film shows a 
detailed explanation of the events in 
the bombing before, during, and after.
Patriots Day follows various 
people involved in the event, from first 
responders, including Tommy Saunders 
(Mark Wahlberg), Jeffrey Pugliese 
(J.K. Simmons), and FBI Special Agent 
Richard DesLauriers (Kevin Bacon), to 
some of the victims including Patrick 
Downes (Christopher O’Shea), Jessica 
Kensky (Rachel Brosnahan) and Sean 
Collier (Jake Picking). The second half 
of the film focuses on the manhunt 
for the two brothers that planned the 
bombing, Tamerlan Tsarnaev (Themo 
Melikidze) and Dzhokhar Tsarnaev 
(Alex Wolff),with the entire city and 
an international student community 
trying to find them. With the help of an 
international student named Dun Meng 
(Jimmy O. Yang) who is held hostage 
by the brothers and escapes from them, 
the police are able to get Dzhokhar.
Throughout the film, we see on screen 
graphics allowing the audience to know 
who is who in the bombing. We also see 
graphics that show how many hours have 
passed since the blast happened. The film 
has handheld camerawork which makes 
it look like Friday Night Lights. Patriots 
Day combines the actors with actual 
footage and pictures from the events to 
seamlessly connect what really happened 
during the bombing. It is interesting 
that the actors cast as Dzhokhar, 
Tamerlan, and Dun look almost exactly 
like the people that they played.
Some of the people in the film 
were overwhelmed by the eight-year-
old boy that passed away during the 
bombing, Martin Richard. One of the 
things that I learned from the film is 
that Tamerlan passed away because 
Dzhokhar accidently ran over him. 
Overall, three people passed away in 
the bombing, and the entire city worked 
together to recover from the tragedy.
Boston is a unique city because it 
has a long history of major events. In 
the movie there  is a bar scene in which 
Sean offers an international student 
(initially thought to be the student who 
passed away during the bombing) the 
chance to see a Zac Brown Band concert. 
This is an example of a community 
coming together during a major event, 
like when New York came together 
during 9/11 or when Vancouver came 
together after the Stanley Cup riots to 
clean the city and identify the rioters.
There is another film about 
the Boston Marathon bombing that 
focuses on the victims: Stronger, 
starring Jake Gyllenhaal and Tatiana 
Maslany, which opens soon.
Nu metal, sometimes written as nü metal—not “noooo it’s not 
metal,” although you might hear that 
screamed by the plenty of heavy metal 
purists—as a genre has the reputation 
for being what kids listen to when they 
think they’re trying to be hardcore, 
but whether or not it truly counts as 
metal is up for the listener to decide.
Nu metal is about as fusion as you 
can get for a genre, as it is derived from 
heavy metal, hip hop, funk, grunge, rap, 
and a little of everything else. With so 
many different influences across a broad 
sonic spectrum, it’s hard to name just a 
few. From the rock and metal side, acts 
like Anthrax, Rage Against the Machine, 
and Pantera can probably identified as 
forerunners; for hip hop, various nu metal 
artists have named musicians from Dr. 
Dre to the Wu-Tang Clan as inspiration. 
Although the stylistic sources are 
diverse, nu metal definitely emerged from 
the era of grunge and alternative metal 
in the early ’90s that had pushed metal 
into the mainstream. Metal had gotten 
popular, and in music popular usually 
means stale. The genre needed something 
fresh, something reinvigorating.
That innovation was introduced by 
Korn (stylized as KoЯn), widely hailed 
as the first nu metal band. Formed in 
Bakersfield, California in 1993, the group 
released their self-titled debut album in 
1994. The record’s angry vocals, down-
tuned seven-string guitars, and hip-
hop-reminiscent riffs were later cited 
as influences by a lot of other groups. 
As for Korn’s own influences, they point 
to a lot of big names in heavy metal 
like Black Sabbath, Led Zeppelin, and 
Slayer, but Korn’s sound is also drawn 
from funk and hip-hop, and in a 2015 
interview with Vice music channel 
Noisey, frontman Jonathan Davis said he’s 
always considered Korn a funk band.
Alongside Korn, Deftones—also from 
California—were12w another pioneer of 
nu metal, with their first album Adrenaline 
(1995) featuring an experimental blend 
of metal, progressive, grunge, and rap. 
But it was still a pretty niche genre, and 
didn’t gain much attention outside its 
fanbase. Brazillian metal band Sepultura, 
with 1996’s Roots, marked a more definite 
push into the wider metal scene.
It’s not completely clear when the 
label “nu metal” was first applied. At 
first the genre was known as neo-heavy 
metal, but at some point it got shortened 
to “nu metal.” The term is often credited 
to producer Ross Robinson, who’s been 
given the title “Godfather of Nu Metal,” 
as he was the producer for some of the 
genre’s giants. Robinson was behind 
Korn’s first two albums, Sepultura’s Roots, 
and the band that would really launch nu 
metal into the spotlight: Limp Bizkit.
With Robinson, the rap-rock group 
from Florida released their debut Three 
Dollar Bill, Y’all in 1997, with a sound 
that was intentionally aggravating and 
abrasive, as much designed to repulse 
listeners as their name. Also in 1997 
came the debut albums of Coal Chamber, 
Sevendust, and Papa Roach, and the 
second album by Deftones. Nu metal 
had taken on a definite sound, and it 
was starting to take radio waves by 
storm—and not just in the rock world.
Korn’s third album Follow the 
Leader hit number one on the Billboard 
200 in 1998, a feat repeated by their 
next album Issues the following year. 
Limp Bizkit’s Significant Other did the 
same in 1999. Slipknot also landed onto 
the scene in 1999 with their self-titled 
debut, and, although they had a sound 
that was significantly harder than the 
more rap- and funk-infused sounds of 
others in the genre, they were still often 
labelled nu metal. One latecomer to the 
genre, but one of its most significant, 
was Linkin Park, who released Hybrid 
Theory in late 2000 to massive commercial 
success. It was the best-selling album 
of the year, and the best-selling 
debut album of the 21st century.
Around the turn of the millennium, 
nu metal was everywhere, topping 
charts and dominating MTV with the 
backing of major record labels. But, 
like so many musical trends, it grew too 
huge to the point of oversaturation, as 
record companies pushed forward band 
after band that tried to reproduce the 
sound. Album sales for Limp Bizkit’s 
Results May Vary (2003), while still 
high, were significantly lower than their 
previous releases. The same was true 
for Korn’s Take a Look in the Mirror 
(2003). Deftones had already diverged 
significantly from nu metal with White 
Pony in 2000, which was considerably 
more musically experimental, and a lot 
of other artists similarly turned away 
from nu metal. Slipknot delved deeper 
into death and thrash metal; Papa Roach 
went for a straight rock sound, dropping 
rap from its style; and emo, metalcore, 
and other genres started to grow in 
popularity. By the middle of the decade, 
it was clear that tastes had turned.
Nu metal certainly isn’t outstandingly 
popular anymore, but for all the flak it 
receives, it has definitely left its mark. 
Linkin Park is still one of the biggest 
bands out there, and although the 
electronic-infused style of their later 
albums doesn’t bear much resemblance 
to their early-2000s releases, 2014’s 
The Hunting Party was something of a 
musical return to their earlier style. Korn 
has been churning out music with their 
characteristic groove the entire time, and 
their twelfth studio album The Serenity of 
Suffering came out in late 2016. It sounds 
like there is still new life for nu metal.
öö The short-lived success of nu metal
A note on history: Rock and 
rap’s fusion and fame
Caroline Ho
Arts Editor
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Boston strong on patriots day
öö ‘Patriots Day’ film review
Jerrison Oracion
Senior Columnist
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Kids’ games have a reputation for being pretty inane. They’re either 
commercial tie-ins that have little in 
the way of gameplay value, or heavily 
gimmicked abominations of plastic and 
parts that just ask to be lost. It’s rare 
that a kid’s game can come along that, 
although simple, can be extremely fun.
 Loopin’ Louie (1992) is a battery-
powered kids’ game designed by Masaru 
Aoki and Carol Wiseley and published 
by Milton Bradley (now Hasbro). In 
the game, four players sit in cardinal 
directions from each other as a motorized 
biplane on an arm leisurely spins around 
the board. Each player has a barn with 
three chickens that they are trying to 
protect from the plane. The players also 
have a little lever that they can push as the 
plane comes by in order to knock it into 
the air. The goal of the game is to protect 
your chickens while eliminating the other 
players. The last player with chickens wins.
 The gameplay is simple, such that you 
could explain the game to a four-year-old 
and they would be able to play right away. 
However, this doesn’t make the game 
any less fun. The gameplay goes similar 
to a game of Hungry Hungry Hippos 
(1966), but without the random marbles 
and frenetic movements. Loopin’ Louie 
is more measured and strategic, with 
players varying the timing and pressure of 
their switches not only to save their own 
chickens, but to take out the other players’. 
 The simple mechanics and fun 
gameplay has made Loopin’ Louie ripe 
for rerelease, as well as rebranding 
with several different licenced 
properties—as Hasbro tends to do. 
Some notable releases are Bobbin’ 
Bumblebee (2005), Barn Buzzin’ Goofy 
(1999), and Loopin’ Chewie (2015).
 Loopin’ Louie is a lot of fun and I 
would recommend it to anyone looking 
for a very simple game, whether for a 
child or just as an interesting piece to 
pull out when friends are over. Definitely 
not for the more serious gamer, although 
there has been a boost in its popularity 
recently among gaming groups, and it 
is currently ranked as the number three 
kids’ game on Boardgamegeek.com.
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No stopping this crazy thing
öö ‘Loopin’ Louie’ board game review
Ed Appleby
Illustrator
It has been 15 years, but an anime film has finally surpassed Studio Ghibli’s 
legendary Spirited Away by Hayao 
Miyazaki in worldwide box office numbers. 
That anime is the visually dazzling Your 
Name. (Kimi no Na wa.) by Makoto 
Shinkai.
It is truly a historical achievement in 
Japanese cinema. The high figures set by 
Miyazaki seemed unbeatable considering 
that no other non-Ghibli anime film has 
achieved worldwide success. This success 
led to Shinkai being put on the map and 
being called “The New Miyazaki” by 
many. When he was asked about this, 
Shinkai told the AFP that although he is 
honoured to be mentioned alongside the 
Japanese animator paragon, he insists that 
he is “absolutely not on Miyazaki’s level.” 
However, once you have watched the film, 
then you start to see why Shinkai has the 
potential to become an icon.
Your Name. is truly a visual stunner 
for its lush and aesthetically pleasing 
animation. There is such grandeur in 
every piece of scenery that you can’t help 
but wish to be a part of that world. The 
film presents both rural and the urban 
settings so beautifully that it makes you 
see the visual splendour of both sides. The 
movie is also accompanied by a catchy 
soundtrack, which enhances the cinematic 
experience.
Without giving away too many 
spoilers, Your Name. has a body-swap 
theme in its plot. This revolves around 
two main characters in high school: a 
beautiful girl named Matsuhi who lives 
in the countryside, and a handsome boy 
named Taki who lives in Tokyo. One 
day, they wake up and realise that they 
are in a different place and a different 
body. The progression of events then 
becomes comedic and highly entertaining. 
For example, sexuality is portrayed 
humorously when the boy who has 
switched with the girl starts fondling the 
breast of the new body he’s in.
A gender-bender theme is also heavily 
implied from the way the two characters 
still act the way they would in their own 
body, so they are presenting behaviours 
usually expected of the opposite sex. 
This leads to interesting outcomes and 
reactions from the people around them. 
First, they think it’s a dream when they 
return back to their own bodies, but 
then they realize from other people 
that something unusual has happened. 
Matsuhi and Taki then leave each other 
notes, and as soon as they see the notes, 
the two know that this mysterious 
phenomenon is actually happening, so 
now they have to work together to make 
sure their other half lives naturally.
The storyline of Your Name. is 
extremely brilliant. A succession of 
unexpected plot twists take place, and 
once the first occurs, it becomes an 
emotionally impactful ride—similar to 
the cosmic phenomenon depicted in the 
movie—which could tug your heartstrings 
and crush your soul at the same time. At 
the surface, you might think it is simply 
a body-swap film, but it is in fact so 
much more than that. The body-swap 
element is just a thread used for a tapestry 
interwoven with Japanese cultures, beliefs, 
history, and philosophical ideas. The 
Japanese authenticity could be one of 
the big reasons why it became such a big 
blockbuster in Japan. Despite this, non-
Japanese viewers can still relish in this 
beauty, the excellent story, and pick up a 
couple things from it.
Your Name., in my opinion, is the best 
animated feature of 2016 and is one of the 
redeeming qualities of that year. Many 
movie reviewers are calling it an Oscar 
contender, and considering its critical 
acclaim, it rightfully deserves a nod. 
Even people who do not usually watch 
anime will find it impressive. Funimation 
announced recently that both the subbed 
and English dub versions will hit North 
American theatres in April, so mark your 
calendars and get tissues ready. 
The headline will make sense once 
you have watched it. It is really a movie you 
must not miss.
This epic anime stunner will 
stand the test of time
öö ‘Your Name. (Kimi no Na wa.)’ movie review
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Pokémon Sun and Moon, released last November, seem to be a pretty 
big departure from the previous six 
generations of main series games, and 
not just because they’ve finally broken 
away from D-pad grid movement. The 
games take place in the region of Alola, 
a tropical land based on Hawaii that’s 
made up of four islands. Being quite 
far away from the other regions, Alola 
has a unique culture, and the trainer 
challenge system is entirely different: 
Instead of eight gym leaders, there are 
trials where you battle Totem Pokémon 
and island bosses called Kahunas.
But of course, like every new 
Pokémon game, the most important 
parts of what’s new is the designs 
of the creatures themselves. 
New Pokémon
Sun and Moon feature 81 new Pokémon, 
and for the most part they’re original 
without being outlandish. There are the 
starters, which all evolve into somewhat 
unique type combinations. There’s 
the generic bird with its final form 
Toucannon, which isn’t quite as badass 
as Gen VI’s Fire/Flying Talonflame but 
looks perfectly appropriate for the island 
environment. Normal-type rodents 
Yungoos and Gumshoos, while cute 
enough with their huge pointy-toothed 
grins, are pretty standard. The stock 
Pikachu stand-in Togedemaru looks 
about as Pikachu-like as expected.
Speaking of Pikachu lookalikes, 
Game Freak has managed to reach 
the genuinely creepy with the Ghost/
Fairy Mimikyu. This Pokémon’s actual 
appearance is a mystery, because it always 
covers itself with a rag to disguise itself 
as the aforementioned Electric mouse 
mascot. With a face scribbled onto the 
cloth, Mimikyu is unnerving enough in its 
regular form, but it’s even creepier once 
you hit it—it changes from Disguised 
into Busted Form and its neck snaps.
Another interesting and faintly creepy 
critter introduced in this generation is 
the Sea Cucumber Pokémon Pyukumuku. 
It looks like a little black blob with pink 
spikes, and to defend itself it basically 
spews out its internal organs, spitting this 
large white arm-like thing out of its little 
mouth in some weird mix of adorable 
and abominable. Fittingly, Pyukumuku’s 
Ability is called Innards Out.
Old Pokémon
Being so geographically distant from the 
rest of the known Pokémon world, Alola 
has also introduced native versions of 
a few classic Gen I Pokémon, changing 
up their designs and types. While it 
does make sense if you think about 
(Darwinian) evolution and nature, some 
of these are so wonderfully ridiculous.
Right on the first couple of routes 
you can run into Rattata, which is now 
Dark/Normal type. Aside from being 
bipedal and black instead of purple, 
it doesn’t look vastly different from its 
Kanto counterpart, so it’s not a huge 
culture shock for well-travelled trainers. 
Meowth, Dark-type as well in Alola, 
also doesn’t look too dissimilar from the 
Kanto variant, except for having silvery-
blue fur and an expression that has 
somehow managed to out-smug Snivy.
Diglett found in Alola might not 
look at all foreign at first glance, except 
for three little strands of hair on the top 
of its head. The fact that it can have the 
Ability Tangling Hair should probably hint 
to trainers that there’s something more 
to this version of Diglett—but nothing 
can prepare you for the luscious flowing 
golden locks that adorn the head of 
Dugtrio. Seriously, they are so luscious.
But by far, the most glorious Kanto 
Pokemon to receive an Alola variant is 
Exeggutor. On a tropical climate, it’s 
probably not surprising that a palm tree-
like Pokémon would flourish, but it’s 
still a bit of a surprise to see that, instead 
of its rather stout body, Exeggutor has 
been endowed with a super long neck, 
reaching 10.9 metres tall in Alola. And the 
most awesome part: it’s Grass/Dragon. 
According to the Pokédex entry in Sun, 
the locals claim that this is Exeggutor’s 
ideal form, and according to the entry 
in Moon, this magnificent creature has 
grown so tall that it has “awakened 
the power of the sleeping dragon.”
The offerings of the Alola region
öö Pokémon designs and redesigns
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As Marvel glides gently into the 2017 releases for its colossally profitable 
Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU), it’s 
good to take a moment for a refresher on 
the canon order of all these stories and 
how they connect together. This won’t 
just include all 17 movies—the TV shows 
are almost as important to the canon. So 
here’s a largely spoiler-free list of the MCU 
as it stands now, in its near-entirety.
 
Agent Carter (2015–16): The story of 
the founding of S.H.I.E.L.D., the agency 
devoted to fighting Hydra and alien 
threats. It lasted two seasons before being 
cancelled, and not without reason.
Captain America: The First 
Avenger (2011): The transformation 
of Steve Rogers into the world’s first 
superhero, Captain America. 
Iron Man (2008): The film that 
launched a franchise and restarted 
Robert Downey Jr.’s career. Also includes 
Samuel L. Jackson and introduces the 
idea of a larger expanded universe, 
though originally it was meant as 
fanservice, not as a real possibility.
The Incredible Hulk (2008): 
Starring Edward Norton instead of 
Avengers’ Mark Ruffalo, this wasn’t 
supposed to be a part of the MCU though 
it was made canon later as the series 
became a universe. The ending was 
filmed in Bella Coola, British Columbia, 
which is pretty much the only time 
Canada is mentioned in the series.
Thor (2011): The goofy, wacky fantasy 
film that started to explore the more niche 
genres that the MCU could tap into. 
Iron Man 2 (2010): Largely 
forgettable, but it does introduce 
War Machine, Iron Man’s partner. So 
that’s great. A bunch of robots punch 
each other and it’s all a lot of fun.
The Avengers (2012): The 
blockbusting extravaganza uniting the 
heroes for the first time. The ramifications 
of the events here will define the MCU. 
The amount of money this movie made 
was so staggering, it kept the rest of the 
franchise funded. Little known fact: it 
was directed by Joss Whedon, creator 
of Firefly. Explains all the quips.
Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. (2013–): 
S.H.I.E.L.D. contains and recruits 
super-powered individuals. Set after 
the events of Avengers, this was Marvel 
Studios’ first foray into television. It’s 
cheesy and kind of schlocky, but it 
has a certain comic book charm that 
attracts a decent audience every season. 
This series is heavily impacted by the 
movies, so the films are required viewing 
to get the most out of the show. 
Iron Man 3 (2013): Tony Stark 
deals with his PTSD and alcoholism 
after fighting aliens and nearly 
dying a few dozen times a week. 
Thor: The Dark World (2013): A 
mysterious red liquid accidentally awakens 
an ancient evil, which Thor has to punch 
in the face. Also includes something about 
planetary alignment and Stonehenge, 
as well as classic Loki shenanigans.
Guardians of the Galaxy (2014): 
A ragtag band of misfits save the galaxy. 
The most out-there and best rated of 
all the Marvel movies up to this point, 
Guardians of the Galaxy is a comedy above 
all else and shines for it. Also: Infinity 
Stones. They’re kind of a big deal.
Captain America: The Winter 
Soldier (2014): A huge moment in the 
franchise. Plots are twisted, friends 
become enemies, enemies become 
frenemies. Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. is 
also radically changed after this.
The Defenders: The hugely-
acclaimed Netflix exclusive shows, which 
show a darker and grittier side of New 
York (because it’s always New York). The 
timeline is kind of confused here, but 
they can be watched any time after the 
first Avengers. Here’s the chronological 
order: Daredevil (2015–), Jessica Jones 
(2015–), Daredevil Season II, and 
Luke Cage (2016–). Coming this year 
is Iron Fist, following a magical Irish 
kung-fu master, and later this year is 
the crossover series The Defenders, 
about which very little is known.
Avengers: Age of Ultron (2015): 
Involving about a million plot threads 
in nearly three hours, this movie is a 
gloriously confusing mess. But basically, 
Tony Stark messes everything up 
and an Avengers reunion ensues.
Ant-Man (2015): The lamest 
name for a hero, but a pretty solid 
movie. It’s mostly a standalone and 
doesn’t deal with the main series too 
much, and it feels a lot more like the 
original Iron Man than anything else.
Captain America: Civil War (2016): 
About as long and complicated as Age 
of Ultron, about as important as Winter 
Solider. More plots twists, more frenemies.
Doctor Strange (2016): The weirdest 
Marvel film to date, and the first proper 
introduction of magic into the MCU. 
Asgardians like Thor don’t count, as 
they’re aliens using alien technology. 
That’s a ton, and it’s only the ones 
already listed. Most of these are getting 
sequels, along with two Avengers movies, 
an Infinity War two-parter, a Punisher 
Netflix series, yet another Spider-Man 
movie, and who knows what else. It’s 
a franchise that just keeps on giving.
Greg Waldock
Staff Writer
Timeline of the Marvel Cinematic Universe
öö Superheroes with super complicated chronology
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Have an idea for a story? 
 sports@theotherpress.ca
@TOPDC_Sports  O The sports and games of the ruins 
 O Make Noise for Mental Health
 O Swinging to the top
And more!
INSTITUTION CONF PTS
VIU 8-2 16
LANGARA 8-2 16
CAPILANO 8-2 16
DOUGLAS 4-6 8
QUEST 4-6 8
CAMOSUN 3-7 6
CBC 0-10 0
MEN’S BASKETBALL
INSTITUTION CONF PTS
CAPILANO 10-0 20
DOUGLAS 7-3 14
VIU 7-3 14
CAMOSUN 4-6 8
QUEST 4-6 8
LANGARA 3-7 6
CBC 0-10 0
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
INSTITUTION CONF PTS
VIU 15-1 30
UFV 14-4 28
CAMOSUN 10-6 20
DOUGLAS 7-9 14
COTR 6-10 12
CAPILANO 6-10 12
CBC 0-18 0
MEN’S VOLLEYBALL
INSTITUTION CONF PTS
VIU 13-3 26
DOUGLAS 12-4 24
CAPILANO 11-5 22
COTR 7-9 14
UFV 7-11 14
CAMOSUN 5-11 10
CBC 3-15 6
WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL
Many may or may not remember last year’s Royals wom-en’s basketball team that went toe to toe with nearly 
everyone they faced. Lead by one Courtney Gerwing, the 
team performed admirably in the regular season. Similarly, 
this year’s squad, now led by Steve Beauchamp, has done 
incredibly well in regular season play. They sit second in the 
PACWEST with a record of 7–3. As the team gears up for the 
last half of their season, I sat down to talk about the first 
half with their head coach. 
Davie Wong (DW):  How do you feel the team has per-
formed so far this season?
Steve Beauchamp (SB): “Generally, I’m pretty pleased with 
how we’ve performed. Especially after the first third of the 
season, being in second place, losing a hard fought game 
to the Capilano Blues. But at the same time, that’s the com-
petitiveness of the league. We had a tough match against 
Quest, a close game with Langara, and another really good 
game with VIU. The league is really competitive. So when 
you look at it that way, to be 5–1 after the first third, you 
have to be pretty happy.” 
DW: Did you expect the level of performance that the 
team has shown?
SB: “I guess you have expectations, in terms of what you 
have. We have a really good nucleus of players that set high 
expectations, work really hard, and have a good work ethic. 
Certainly, if you look around, you have a lot of good parts, 
so you thought you had to be pretty good, but you never re-
ally know until you get out on the court against other teams. 
Being new to the league in that respect, not knowing what 
the other teams were going to be like, I think it was a good 
surprise to be 5–1.”
DW: At the beginning of the season, was top of the ta-
ble anywhere you thought the team would be?
SB: “I thought we’d be in the mix for sure. The perennial fa-
vourite, VIU, is always going to be there.  We had great bat-
tles with Capilano last year and knew that they pretty much 
had their old team back with a few additions. You kind of 
had them as the ones you expect to be fighting against. And 
the unknowns were Quest, Langara, and Camosun, and 
now seeing those guys, they all have talented teams as well.”
DW: How has the confidence of the team affected their 
level of play?
SB: “I think the team definitely likes to be front runners. I 
think that’s just human nature. You like to be winning and 
stuff like that. We’ve done a good job when we’re ahead, but 
if you look back at Capilano, we were ahead and it was back 
and forth, but for the most part we were ahead most of the 
time. But this team, their confidence isn’t very fragile. When 
we lose a game or two, I think their confidence is such that 
they know they’re in the mix. It’s not like they stepped out 
onto the court and were totally embarrassed by the other 
team. But it’s like any other sport. Sometimes it’s a bounce 
here or there, or it’s a call that makes the difference in the 
game, and you try to make sure they understand that, and I 
think that we have enough experience that they’re confident 
enough about that, too.”
DW: Has the experience of the team helped with 
bouncing back from losses? 
SB: “I certainly think that some of that experience and 
veteran leadership has been important. You see that in dif-
ferent people, too. It’s not necessarily your fifth-year players 
all the time. Sometimes it’s a fourth-year, or a third-year. So 
I think they build off each other. Maybe one time, someone 
isn’t doing so well, someone else can rise to the top.”
DW: Has anyone surprised you the most this season?
SB: “I’ve been pleased with the contributions that we’re 
getting from everybody. If we think back to the beginning 
of the season, we talked a lot about scoring by committee. 
Sure, Rachel has been kind of that leader in the sense that 
she’s leading with 15 points a game, but then you’ve got 
three or four other girls that are in that 8–10 range. It’s dif-
ferent people at different times. They can take advantage of 
either a hot hand or take advantage of what the defence is 
giving us. It’s trying to utilize the strengths of different peo-
ple. People knowing their roles, and where they could make 
a difference, I think is really important.”
DW: Has there been a single most impactful player?
SB: “We’re the type of team where we need everybody going. 
It’s one of those where it could be somebody different each 
time.”
DW: Where do you see the season going from here? 
SB: “We can’t look past anybody. I think we have to ap-
proach each game as it is. I would say that we don’t neces-
sarily have the fire power that someone like Capilano where 
they have so many weapons. Our game really starts at the 
defensive end, and that’s where we have to continue to fo-
cus, and then make adjustments to fit what teams are trying 
to take away from us.”
DW: As the team closes in on locking in a playoff po-
sition, will there be more diversity of players on the 
court?
SB: “I think we’ve done a fairly decent job of getting players 
out there and going fairly deep into our bench, and that 
would be the expectation going forward for sure. Getting 
people out there and having them play as hard as they can, 
and if you’re playing as hard as you can, you’re probably only 
going to be able to go three or four minutes, then you’re 
probably going to need a break, and then somebody else is 
going to be able to get in there. The key thing is, it’s a slow 
march to playoffs. You’ve got great coaches in this league. 
Everybody is making adjustments. Everybody is making 
changes to what they’re doing and putting in new things, 
and I think one of the keys for our team and for players in 
terms of playing is that they have to stay up-to-date with 
the things that we are trying to do. So we put in new things, 
people have to be on top of that. That would be the only 
thing that would hold people back from being on the court.” 
DW: What have your losses taught your team?
SB: “As a coach, you never like to lose, and as a team, you 
never like to lose. But when you do lose, you learn more 
from that than perhaps the win. The loss to Capilano was 
bittersweet. It was one that we were quite frustrated about. 
You look at it and go, ‘How did we not come out on top?’ I 
think that in itself makes them want it more. They realize 
that that’s how close you are. It then becomes, challenge 
each other in practice, challenge each other to get better. 
So I think that’s helped us in that respect. That loss to VIU 
showed us that you really have to take care of that basket-
ball. You have to value each possession.”
DW: Is there a team that you don’t want to face come 
playoffs?
SB: “Our focus right now is on finishing as high in the 
standings as possible. Obviously, first and second is 
preferred because you get that first round bye for the extra 
day off. Playing three games in a row would be a physical 
grind. But if that does happen, we just have to adjust to it.”
Staying strong
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
öö Women’s basketball still one of the best
issue 17 // volume 43 sports // no. 11
It’s no secret that the Royals’ reign over men’s volleyball in the PACWEST has 
come to a rather abrupt end. Gone are the 
days of humble dominance on the court. 
Gone are the days of Brad Hudson. Now, 
it’s Jay Tremonti’s team to lead. 
When Tremonti was first appointed 
head coach of the Royals men’s volleyball 
team, he didn’t shy away from the facts. 
The Old Guard had left the building, 
and it was his job to build a new one. But 
building such a thing requires time and 
patience, which was something Tremonti 
outright acknowledged in his beginning 
of the season press briefing.
Now that we’re midway through the 
season, we are seeing first-hand what that 
looks like. To be honest, it doesn’t look 
half bad. The Royals sit in the middle 
of the table at 7–9, and they have had 
some impressive wins, which include 
a thrilling five set game against the 
Camosun Chargers. But they have also 
had more than a couple blowouts. For 
Coach Tremonti, it’s been more about the 
process than the result. “From day one, 
it’s been a process. We’ve been working 
towards playing our best volleyball at the 
end of the season. Funny thing about a 
process is that it’s not always a straight 
path. You have setbacks. Some weeks 
you’re performing really well. Other 
weeks, it’s like, did we get better that 
week? It’s tough, right? It’s always been 
trying to keep everyone on the same 
page, and realizing that we just need to 
get better this week. I think we’ve done a 
fairly good job of that.” 
Tremonti was also not short on 
praise for his young squad, who have 
brought a level of competition to every 
game that is hard to match. However, for 
him, that kind of attitude and dedication 
is something that he expects from his 
team, always. “That’s a bit of a non-
negotiable. When you’re playing at this 
level, you have to find a way to bring a 
compete level and come in, compete at 
the highest level, communicate, be a 
good teammate, and really show what it 
means to be a Royal.” 
According to Tremonti, the losses 
have also taught the team many a lesson 
about under-estimating an opponent. “I 
think we look back and evaluate the wins 
and losses. We see where we’re at. I see 
matches as mini tests to see where the 
team is at. Where are we progressing? 
Where do we need help? Overall, the 
losses have really taught us that there’s 
nothing easy in this league. You can’t 
come here and expect to get a W from 
any team.”
Nonetheless, the coach 
acknowledged the dampening feeling 
that often comes with loss. “The grass 
is always greener when you win. The 
sky is always bluer. But, again, it is part 
of reminding the guys that it’s part of a 
process. If we truly buy into that, then 
we aren’t getting too upset when we’re 
losing, and we’re not getting too worked 
up when we’re winning. That’s actually 
a battle, though, because we’re all 
competitors, and we all like winning. But 
sticking to the process is the main focus.” 
Despite the losses, full credit must 
be given to the team for their constant 
ability to adjust to hardships. It’s no 
secret that the Royals have been plagued 
with injuries this season. But coach and 
players alike have remained upbeat, 
and willing to adapt to any situation. 
To the coach, this shows just how much 
of a team he really has. “It’s been a 
real testament to our concept of a full 
team. We got guys one through twelve 
competing and getting better every 
day and we’ve been able show several 
different line-ups for extended periods 
of time. As much as it’s been a bit of a 
challenge, it’s been a challenge I like as 
a coach because it lets us know what 
our team looks like as a team and not 
just as six guys on a court. It’s been a fun 
opportunity to try and get the most of 
whatever line up is on the court.”
One of the players who has been 
a constant threat for the team and a 
constant presence on the court is also 
the player who has surprised the coach 
the most. Devon Dunn came back to the 
Royals after taking time to further his 
beach career. The adaptation from beach 
to hardwood has been a challenge for 
many to overcome, but seemingly not for 
Dunn. “We knew Devon was going to be 
a guy that was coming in as a vet, but I 
didn’t think he was going to come in and 
be as much of an offensive threat as he 
has been. He’s a guy that brings a quiet 
confidence to the court and we definitely 
notice when he’s not on the court. Guys 
are very comfortable playing around him, 
and he’s really been a big leader for us.” 
As the team closes in on a playoff 
spot and a locked seed, the question 
becomes: Who will be the Royals line 
up when it counts? With half a season 
left, Coach Tremonti didn’t give into 
committing names, instead continuing 
to speak on the theme of growth. “We’re 
going to be looking at different options 
to see which six pieces work the best 
and give us the best opportunity to be 
successful on the court. I fully expect 
every guy contributing down the stretch 
here and giving us the chance to play 
our best volleyball come the end of the 
season.” 
In terms of playoffs, Jay didn’t give 
any ground as to which teams they’re 
hoping to play. “We’re looking to play 
any team. There’s not a team that we’re 
especially looking to play. We know 
whoever we play, it’s going to be a battle, 
and we have to be playing our best 
volleyball.”
While top two is looking further and 
further away, the team is gearing up for 
a battle. With a wildcard spot open for 
the National Championships, the Royals 
only have to win two games to make it 
in. While a little more than a fantasy at 
the beginning of the season, everyone on 
the Royals squad is definitely hoping to 
represent the PACWEST on the National 
stage.
Growing a team
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
öö Men’s Volleyball midseason update with Jay Tremonti 
Sports are probably the last thing that comes to mind when you think 
“ancient Mayan city,” but that’s exactly 
what keeps turning up. Almost 1,500 
Mayan sites from Mexico to South 
America have some form of ball court, 
and all apparently for roughly the 
same game. Some of them are even 
thousands of years old. A single game 
spread across the entire civilization 
and beyond, leaking into and possibly 
from surrounding cultures. The rules 
are a mystery, the myths surrounding it 
are fearsome, and the ruins have lasted 
millennia. Called pitz by the Maya, 
ōllamaliztli by the Mesoamericans, and 
Mesoamerican Ballgame by the endlessly 
creative anthropologists, the game still 
exists in a new form and is still played in 
its ancient home nearly 3,000 years after 
it first appeared.
The sport was more than just a 
game to both the Aztec and the Maya. 
Religious iconography has been found 
on walls across Mexico and northern 
South America depicting mythic heroes 
playing the game, or sacrifices being 
offered at part of a ceremony after play. 
It was also apparently used for conflict 
resolution, a form of proxy warfare that 
was common in the region (the Aztecs 
are famous for “Flower Wars,” mock 
battles used for capturing prisoners). 
Steles and bas-reliefs found across Aztec 
and Maya territory show players in 
soldier uniforms, and miniature figurines 
depict war captives being forced to 
fight. The military/sport connection was 
even stronger in this ballgame than it 
currently is for American football, which 
is saying something. And like American 
football, it’s no surprise that such a 
militarized sport is common in a society 
so often involved in warfare.
In fact, finding any large site without 
a large ball court is cause for research. 
Teotihuacan, the colossal Mesoamerican 
city (not actually Maya or Aztec) famous 
for its Avenue of the Dead and massive 
pyramids, is remarkable for not having 
any ball court at all, despite a few glyphs 
found on the site of a game being played. 
The game might have had such a huge 
cultural connotation that removing it 
was necessary to make their own identity, 
similar to foreign nations rejecting Coca-
Cola and McDonalds. A nearby city called 
Xochicalco, potentially the biggest rival 
of Teotihuacan, has one of the largest 
ball courts yet found at a whopping 51 
metres in length, potentially showing 
that a sort of cultural warfare was going 
on at the time.
The sport is still played in Mexico 
and northern South America, and has 
taken on a new form called ulama. It 
survived a Spanish attempt at eradication 
and is considered the major “peoples’ 
game” in the region, like hockey is here. 
This ball game, whether it’s called pitz, 
ōllamaliztli, ulama, or Mesoamerican 
Ballgame, is one of the defining cultural 
features of a massive and ancient culture 
we’re just now starting to learn about.
The sports and games 
of the ruins
Greg Waldock
Staff Writer
öö Ancient game of Central and South America still played today
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To say that the Royals women’s volleyball team is doing well would 
be an understatement. The squad is 
having one of the best years in the 
program’s history, and they are on 
pace to finish in the top three in the 
PACWEST. The difference between this 
year’s squad and last year’s is vast. But 
one of the biggest differences to the team 
may not even be on the court. 
When head coach Jeff Ross joined 
the squad in early August, the players 
and the program were hungry for 
success. After a fourth place finish in 
the standings last year and a tough first 
round exit, the team came back more 
determined than ever. Under Ross’ 
guidance, the team has had an amazing 
start to the year which included a 3–0 
win over Camosun, and a huge 3–1 
victory over the VIU Mariners. 
Coming off of their bye-week, the 
squad sits second in the PACWEST with 
a record of 12–4. They only trail the VIU 
Mariners, who lead the league with a 
record of 13–3. When asked about his 
team’s success this season, Coach Ross 
put plenty of credit in the system that 
he has established. “I think the team 
has grown a lot. They’ve adapted to new 
things that I’ve brought in, and we just 
keep competing and slowly improving 
day by day. We try to develop people 
here. We try to develop their skills. The 
results are nice but it’s not something 
we’re gunning for.” 
As dominant as the team has been 
as a squad, there has been one player 
in particular who has really led it. For 
Coach Ross, that player is their captain, 
Juliana Penner. “She’s a leader, and given 
the number of years she’s been playing, 
it’s a given she would be that impactful.” 
Alongside the captain, Ross also named 
his setters as a key point in their squad. 
“On the other standpoint, both of our 
setters, Abby (Mitro), and Jane (Kepler), 
have been a huge impact this year. 
They’ve improved a ton since August, 
and they just keep getting better.” With 
both Mitro and Kepler being rookies, 
their skill and ability to coordinate the 
Royals’ many attacking options has been 
impressive indeed. 
But Jeff didn’t stop there. He 
credited the entirety of the team for 
their overall success. “I think we’re a 
talented group and the personnel there, 
all 15 girls, are quite solid. Our bench 
has good depth. They’ve surprised me 
when they’ve come on and they do a 
really good job of taking care of business 
when they get a chance.” With a roster 
as loaded as theirs, the Royals’ ability to 
bring on multiple threats from all over 
the court has been a huge advantage for 
them. Opposition coaches’ inability to 
have their team adapt has seen many 
teams fall under the Royals’ vicious 
attack. 
But as skilled as the team has 
been up until now, they have not been 
undefeated. The squad has definitely 
been humbled a couple of times this 
season. However, for Coach Ross, the 
losses the team has taken have benefited 
them. “Those four losses just taught us 
what we need to do, and where we need 
to get better, and how we need to tackle 
things moving forward. It was really just 
a learning experience. I mean, a loss is 
a loss; it’s about how you recover and 
what you learn from it. We’re just trying 
to get that one per cent better every 
day. We slowly want to build up towards 
provincials at VIU.”
Speaking of provincials, although 
the team looks like a top three, even 
top two team, they’re going to have to 
be the best team in the PACWEST if 
they want to go to Nationals. Since the 
Camosun Chargers are the hosts of the 
National Championships, the PACWEST 
loses their wildcard spot at Nationals. 
This means that the teams that go to 
Nationals are the Camosun Chargers, 
and the winner of the PACWEST. With 
that in mind, Ross knows that he needs 
to send the team into preparation mode 
to get the squad ready for that challenge 
that lays ahead. “I have a deadline for 
when I’m going to kind of lock it down 
and go into playoff mode. Right now 
we’re still using our depth and still using 
our players. And I mean, you never know, 
come playoff time, it it’s been working 
really well and it continues to work, 
there’s a chance for a lot of players to see 
the court.”
Obviously, finishing as high as the 
team can in the regular season is going 
to be the goal. But realistically, a top 
two finish is the real target, because that 
guarantees a first-round bye. After that, 
anything goes. However, Coach Ross 
isn’t afraid of anyone the Royals may run 
into come playoffs. “For me, whatever 
team comes our way, we’ll do the best 
we can, and compete as hard as we can. 
Regardless of who’s out there. There’s no 
one team I don’t want to play. The better 
of a team we play, the better we get, and 
it gives us more of a chance to show our 
skill.”
A confident statement from the 
coach, and one undoubtedly backed by 
his team. However, as a fan, I’m hoping 
the Royals stay far away from the VIU 
Mariners come playoffs. At least until the 
finals.
Swinging to the top
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
öö Royals women’s volleyball looking high and mighty
What separates an athlete from any other person? Is it their athletic 
ability? Is it their fame? Whatever the 
reason is, it’s wrong. An athlete is no 
different than any other human. 
Likewise, there has been an unfair 
stereotype that athletes are stronger 
than the regular human, physically and 
mentally. This is a stereotype that shames 
athletes suffering from mental health 
issues. A stereotype that makes it not okay 
for them to be open about things occurring 
in their life, and makes it not okay for them 
to seek help.
That is not okay. Douglas College 
and Douglas College Athletics is trying to 
change that. On January 25, the college 
and Athletics program will be participating 
in the Canadian Collegiate Athletic 
Association’s “Make Some Noise for Mental 
Health” movement. The movement was 
originally started by the Southern Alberta 
Institute of Technology and the Alberta 
Colleges Athletics Conference to bring 
awareness to mental health and break the 
stigma surrounding it. 
The event takes place on the same 
day as Bell’s Let’s Talk Day, which also 
encourages spreading awareness of mental 
health issues and breaking the stigmas 
surrounding them. 
 This year, the movement will be 
encouraged and promoted through a 
“marching pep rally,” which consists of 
students and staff marching throughout 
the college, making noise. Everyone is 
encouraged to participate in the event, 
which will be held on January 25 at 12:20 
p.m. in the New Westminster campus 
concourse.
The first 50 people to arrive at the 
event will receive a free Make Some Noise 
for Mental Health t-shirt, as well as a noise 
maker. Should you arrive early, there will be 
plenty of events throughout the concourse 
to keep you busy. Once the marching 
begins, it will proceed through areas of the 
college, outside, and through areas of the 
DSU building. 
While the march covers a lot of 
ground, it should really only take 15 
minutes. This is a great way to bring 
awareness to mental health and be part of a 
nationwide movement. If we can even help 
one person feel that it’s okay to be dealing 
with mental illness, or to step forward 
about their mental health, all of it will be 
worth it. Help end the stereotype. Help end 
the stigma. Make noise for mental health. 
Make Noise for Mental Health
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
öö Douglas College Athletics host march for mental health awareness
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As a lifelong console gamer, there’s nothing better to me than a sleek 
controller, a widescreen television, and 
some amazing surround sound. However, 
in recent years I decided to try to bridge 
the gap, and port my way over to PC 
gaming for a chance at more exclusives, 
and to play online with friends who 
were more Hewlett-Packard and less 
PlayStation. While nothing will replace 
my console craze, I will admit that PC 
gaming does have some advantages—
however, actually making the change and 
not failing miserably when confronted 
with people who’ve been using a keyboard 
and mouse for years is not as easy as 
one might think. But rest assured, 
there are some things that can help. 
One of my biggest struggles when 
learning to play on PC was adapting 
to using a keyboard and mouse for my 
commands and range of motion. I hate 
to say it, but gaming keyboards are not 
usually designed with women in mind. 
Physically, women often have smaller 
hands then men, so this can make 
reaching all the various keys that control 
your skills while simultaneously using 
other keys to move around and dodge 
enemy attacks very difficult. People, both 
men and women, who have been using 
this method for years have the advantage 
of their hands becoming more flexible 
in regard to that range of motion. A PC 
gamer will develop more flexibility in 
their fingers, while a console gamer will 
develop it more in their thumbs. If you 
want proof of this, challenge a PC gamer 
to play any first person shooter with a 
controller. Most of the time they’ll find 
it difficult to smoothly transition the 
camera, aim, and run at the same time.
Not wanting to give up, I began 
looking into solutions to my problem. One 
such fix that I still use, despite the fact my 
hands are much more accommodating 
now, is a game pad. A game pad is an 
extension to a keyboard. Some gaming 
keyboards will come with one built in; 
other times, you can buy it as a device on 
its own. It is a duplicate set of buttons, 
but set in a specific way to better mimic 
the shape of a palm. This makes it much 
easier to reach all the buttons you need to, 
even if your finger dexterity isn’t the best. 
Over time the game pad actually helped 
me develop the flexibility necessary to 
use the regular keyboard—though, when 
at home, I still prefer my game pad.
Another big help was actually taking 
the time to assign hot buttons, and 
purchasing a mouse that had a couple 
extra buttons along its side specifically for 
that purpose. Though it doesn’t sound like 
much of a help, having those extra three 
or four buttons for quick access to health 
potions does mean a lot less dying—once 
you’ve gotten used to having them there, 
at least. This is also a great way to make 
sure you have easy access to the spells and 
skills you find yourself using the most, 
or ones that you know you’ll use, but are 
outside of your fingers’ range of motion. 
Continuing with the mouse, I found 
that the oversized mousepads are a 
huge help. Restricting your movement 
to a small square that you’ll repeatedly 
forget is there is not a good idea. Used 
to a grander range, console gamers 
have trouble remembering that there 
are physical limits to a mouse and by 
extension, a mouse pad. Removing that 
obstacle by either eliminating the mouse 
pad altogether or by getting an oversized 
one allows you one less annoyance when 
you should be otherwise occupied. 
Hopefully these few things will 
be at least a little bit helpful for you 
in making your dream of complete 
video game domination a reality.
Let’s be honest, 2016 did not seem like a pleasant year for many of us. If you 
feel the same and want to have a fresh 
start in 2017, then why don’t you try out 
this cool idea—make a happiness jar! 
The idea of a happiness jar is that 
you write down something that made 
you happy on a piece of paper with the 
day’s date, and you drop it in a jar. You 
do this every day until the year ends and 
on New Year’s Eve, you open that jar and 
read everything you have written down, 
so you are reminded of all the amazing 
things that made you happy over the 
whole year. If you miss a day, don’t fret! 
You can always pick up where you left 
off and cover all the days you missed.
You might have seen this idea floating 
around social media and this post usually 
comes up a few days before and after the 
New Year, but this project seems to be 
inspired by Elizabeth Gilbert, the author 
of the New York Times Bestseller Eat, Pray, 
Love. She posted a photo on her Facebook 
in 2012 of her happiness jar, and she has 
been encouraging people to do the same.
There is no strict rule on how to 
make a happiness jar. You can make 
a happiness bottle, a happiness piggy 
bank, a happiness box, or any container 
under the sun preceded by the noun 
“happiness.” The idea is that you just 
have a vessel and it is filled with all the 
things you have written down, or even 
physical things that made you happy. 
If you want to have a symbolic 
approach to ending the year and 
entering a new one, then it is a fabulous 
idea to use a breakaway bottle—one 
of the prop bottles which are safe to 
break and are used in acting—instead 
of a jar. You can even use a piggy bank 
and call it your happy piggy. In this way, 
you can smash it as soon as you scream 
“Happy New Year!” after the countdown, 
and read about all the amazing things 
that happened to you that year. 
The way I do it is with a multi-
coloured memo block—which you can 
buy from Walmart for cheap—and 
that’s where I write all the good things 
that happen each day. In this way, my 
jar appears colourful, which can create 
a feeling of glee when looking at it. I 
also suggest you use light colours as 
they give a feeling of calmness and 
are pleasing to look at. Even when a 
day seemed uneventful, if I ponder 
enough, there is ALWAYS something 
that has made me happy. I write down 
everything and I have found that it has 
actually been therapeutic, and it has 
given me a more positive outlook in life. 
I use a jar, because on the days 
when I feel depressed, I can open the 
jar and read of all the good things that 
have happened in my life so far, and I 
feel comforted and more optimistic that 
I can experience that feeling again. 
Let’s face it, we all have bad days. 
Even the happiest people can experience 
sadness, and that’s totally natural. 
During these times, it is good to be 
reminded that the sadness is temporary, 
and you can be happy again. Reading 
about those awesome things that have 
happened to you can really help.
Get good
Happiness in a jar
öö Making the transition from console to PC
öö A new New Year’s tradition
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Nintendo was not doing great in the past few years, as the Wii U was 
not selling well. However, their next 
video game system seems to be the 
most innovative video game system that 
they have made yet, and it could change 
the way that we all play video games. 
Nintendo announced the Nintendo 
Switch on January 12 in Tokyo. Before 
the announcement, a DJ warmed up 
the crowd with music, and then there 
was a laser show. Then the president 
of Nintendo, Tatsumi Kimishima, 
announced that the Nintendo Switch 
will be a video game system that 
allows you to not only play games 
on your TV, but also on the go. 
In TV mode, you can play games 
on the traditional TV. In hand held 
mode, you can play games like if you 
are playing a PS Vita or a Nintendo 
DS. In tabletop mode, you can play 
games by putting the system on a 
table, unattaching the controllers, 
and playing it wherever you are. The 
system has all of the innovative things 
that Nintendo made throughout 
its history, all in one system. 
Switch General Producer Yoshiaki 
Koizumi explained and demonstrated 
one of the console’s key parts, the Joy-
Con. The Joy-Con is like the Wiimote, 
except that it is smaller and it can be 
used in many different ways. When 
he demonstrated the features of the 
controller, it was my favourite part 
of the announcement, because it 
was very exciting and it showed that 
Nintendo could make a comeback. 
In order to do online multiplayer 
gaming with the Nintendo Switch, 
you have to get an online subscription 
service that is similar to Xbox Live 
Gold and Playstation Plus, which 
ends an era of free multiplayer 
gaming for Nintendo systems. 
They then announced the games 
that will be available for the Nintendo 
Switch. There are three games in the 
announcement that I think will be 
great. There is 1-2 Switch, which is 
like Wii Play, as it is a game in which 
you do various games, some even 
without looking at the screen.  There 
is Super Mario Odyssey, which involves 
Mario exploring worlds outside the 
Mushroom Kingdom. There will also 
be a rerelease of Mario Kart 8 for the 
system with multiplayer features. 
We also get the answer to the 
question that many Zelda fans were 
asking: When will The Legend of 
Zelda: Breath of the Wild be released? 
The answer is at launch on March 3. 
The preview of the game looks like a 
preview of Game of Thrones and in the 
game, Link talks for the first time.
The Nintendo Switch is the 
most innovative video gaming 
system that Nintendo has ever 
made and it looks like a lot of fun. 
Most importantly, Kimishima 
announced that the Nintendo Switch 
will be released on March 3 for 
$299.99, or $399.99 in Canada.
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Nintendo Switch
öö A video game system on the go
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Getting into the makeup game can be a little intimidating. Go into 
any Sephora—or even just the basic 
cosmetic counter at a drug store—and 
there are so many products out there 
just to confuse you, with next to none of 
them coming with instruction manuals.
Luckily, YouTube now exists, and it 
can provide you with hundreds of video 
tutorials that will teach you everything 
from the bare basics of blending your 
foundation, to the latest elite make-up 
craze. If you’re not down with the lingo, 
however, even these videos can get 
confusing. Now, a few months ago there 
was a two-part piece written by the Other 
Press’s lovely Humour Editor, Rebecca 
Peterson, regarding the terminology 
surrounding nail polish. I have decided 
to continue on with this educational 
presentation, and cover the various terms 
used in regards to cosmetic lip products—
what they are, what do they do, and, 
most importantly, what’s the difference?
Beginning with the most basic, 
what is a lip balm? Balms are generally 
colourless, or lightly tinted, and their 
main function is to moisturize. Balms 
will be made out of oil solids like coconut 
oil, or beeswax, another common 
ingredient. They provide a subtle sheen, 
but this generally goes away after the 
product is absorbed by the skin.
Moving on to glosses. Glosses range 
in pigment from clear to extremely 
pigmented, and can also contain glitter. 
Strangely enough, despite the fact that 
they look quite wet, a gloss will not 
provide a lot of moisture to the lips, which 
is why many makeup artists recommend 
putting a lip balm on beforehand. 
Glosses can be made of any number of 
things, but the most common ingredient 
is petroleum, which is what gives the 
gloss that signature shine factor. Their 
main purpose is to make the lips look 
as shiny as possible (although some 
can be more subtle), because this will 
make them look bigger and fuller. 
The next product up is a stain or tint. 
Not to be confused with tinted lip balm, 
a stain or a tint—what they’re called will 
vary from company to company—does 
as the names suggests; they dye your lips 
temporarily. This product is meant for 
long wear, and it is extremely natural 
looking, as it leaves the barest hint of 
colour. It’s generally just enough to make 
you look like you’ve just bitten your lip. 
These products are great if you find that 
you’re looking a little washed out.
Moving on to Ol’ Faithful—the 
lipstick. Lipsticks are meant to completely 
alter the colour of the lips, so they have 
very solid pigments. Like balms, they’re 
usually made of some form of wax, but as 
a general rule, the wax used in a lipstick 
will usually have a higher melting point 
than the wax used in a balm, so that the 
colour doesn’t go on streaky. As such, 
they feel thicker than a lip balm, but 
lighter than a gloss. Lipsticks also have the 
added bonus of being available in various 
finishes, such as satin or matte. This is 
purely an aesthetic option and has no real 
barring on how well the lipstick works—it 
simply provides a different texture.
Now entering the more complicated 
realm, we can take a look at creams. 
Creams are a strange hybrid between a 
lipstick and a lip gloss. They are matte, but 
have a texture similar to a mousse, so they 
feel thicker and more substantial on your 
lips. A lip cream is very full coverage, so if 
you’re wanting to try brighter colours but 
are afraid that your natural lip colour will 
bleed through, a cream is a good choice.
Liquid lipsticks have become 
increasingly popular over the last couple 
years—to the point where pretty much 
every company is coming out with a line 
of them. They are exactly how they sound; 
a liquid that then dries into a finish that 
is similar to a lipstick. Many people like 
liquid lipsticks because they give you 
more control during the application, as 
opposed to a traditional lipstick, and it 
also allows you all the shade and finish 
options available in a lipstick format. 
These few terms are just the tip 
of the iceberg, but hopefully they’re 
enough for you to feel a little more 
confident the next time you have to 
brave the hell that is retail cosmetics.
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
Lip service
öö Getting lingual on your lipstick
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The recently-released concealer and finishing powder from Covergirl’s 
Outlast line have received strong reviews. 
I was in the market for a finishing powder, 
and since these two products seemed to go 
hand-in-hand, I decided to test both out.
The concealer comes in six colours: 
Fair, Light, Light/Medium, Medium, 
Medium/Deep, and Deep. It comes 
in a squeeze tube with a soft sponge 
applicator at the end. It applies smoothly, 
is unnoticeable, and is seamless in 
consistency. When I used it in areas with 
larger pores, it filled them and smoothed 
them over as well. However, the shade 
I purchased, Fair, is a tad too dark and 
cool-toned on me, making it clash with 
my better-matched foundation. If it 
was closer, I would definitely use it, 
because the coverage is good. The matte 
finishing powder comes in a compact 
that’s relatively short, making it easy 
to fit in your bag to bring with you. It 
does come with a sponge, but there 
is no special place to store it in the 
compact like there is with Maybelline’s 
Fit Me powder foundation. Still, as it is 
a finishing powder, I would recommend 
using a powder brush for application.
The powder’s colour range is more 
limited, with three colours: Fair to 
Light, Light to Medium, and Medium 
to Deep. I bought Fair to Light, which 
ended up being a bit too dark for my 
skin. However, the colour itself is not 
incredibly noticeable, and since it’s 
not a powder foundation, that’s totally 
okay. As a finishing powder, it works 
incredibly well. My current foundation 
is great, but I do get shiny as the day 
goes on. With this finishing powder on 
top, it took about six hours for me to see 
any shine, and it was quickly fixed with 
another application. The product doesn’t 
look too powdery over my foundation, 
and it has a buttery feeling to it. 
The concealer costs $14.99 at 
Shoppers Drug Mart, and the finishing 
powder is $11.99. Since you can’t swatch 
the products before buying them and 
since the concealer is pricier, I wouldn’t 
recommend it unless you have an easily-
matched skin-tone. However, I would 
recommend the finishing powder. The 
finish is incredibly nice, and it does 
everything it says it will by keeping you 
matte and shine-free. I expect to be using 
it a lot, especially once the sun comes out 
and I want some more colour to my face.
Lauren Kelly
Editor-in-Chief
Beauty on a Budget: Covergirl 
Outlast All-Day Soft Touch Concealer 
and Matte Finishing Powder
öö New offerings by Covergirl are shade limited, but wearably worthy
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Every time there’s some kind of injustice—and there are a great many 
in the world —I see a petition going 
around online begging to be signed. 
Sometimes these are over smaller and 
local issues such as asking the Vancouver 
School Board to reconsider re-naming 
a school. Others are of a much larger 
and near-impossible variety, such as 
asking the US Electoral College to 
completely dismantle their system 
and elect a candidate who won the 
popular vote instead. (They didn’t.)
The larger the scale the demand of 
a petition is (and the higher powers it 
has to go to, as a result) the less likely it 
is to be effective. The powers that be of 
government and authority do not listen 
to signatures. They listen to protests, 
actual voices, and votes. (Obviously, when 
there’s not an election going on anymore, 
voting is irrelevant.) Many petitions 
don’t actually reach the powers they’re 
trying to, or are completely disregarded. 
Smaller petitions do actually lead 
to change sometimes, as the authority 
figure they are being presented may 
not necessarily be one with ridiculous 
amounts of power. School kids 
petitioning a principal have better luck 
than citizens petitioning a president, 
because less people are affected and 
there’s more room for negotiation.  
Enacting social change is about 
speaking loudly and clearly, and an 
intangible petition simply doesn’t carry 
that sound. This rings particularly true if 
the demand is something outlandish or 
impossible to enact. Social change can and 
does happen on a large scale, sometimes 
rapidly, but it involves discussion and 
room for reasonability. A long list of 
signatures demanding the government 
do something they’re not going to do 
simply doesn’t work. A group of concerned 
citizens specifically lobbying for specific 
changes through action often does work. 
Actions speak louder than words, and 
a petition isn’t much of an action.
Today I am inspired by the 
Women’s March on Washington (and 
similar marches involving millions of 
people around the world) protesting 
the misogynistic new president and 
advocating for women’s rights in 
general. Unlike petitions, protests are 
physical, disruptive, and demanding. 
A thousand bodies are a lot more 
effective than a thousand signatures. A 
thousand phone calls to a government 
representative is probably even more so. 
Petitions do almost nothing
öö There are more effective ways to get things done
To be a cop is a challenging job in both duties and ethics. In many 
cases, you are making decisions that are 
life-or-death. Police are equipped with 
Tasers and guns to use in defence of 
themselves or others, weapons capable 
of subduing or killing a perpetrator.
There are definitely cases in 
which police have no choice but to 
kill. If a suspect is putting someone 
else in serious danger or fatal risk, the 
unfortunate reality is that you must 
kill to save someone else’s life. 
Nevertheless, I believe fatal force 
is an issue not discussed or challenged 
enough in police circles. In many cases 
where someone was killed by police, it 
could have been prevented, and killing 
someone is almost never the best solution. 
Lives are very important, and one’s right 
to life is not forfeited just because they 
got into a confrontation with police.
The #BlackLivesMatter movement 
seeks to stop members of the Black 
community from being killed while in 
confrontation with police. In many of 
the specific cases cited, these people 
were deliberately murdered by police in 
a confrontation while unarmed and not 
resisting arrest. In some of the cases where 
the victim did have a weapon, they were 
not forcefully using it or attempting to 
hurt others around them. There is a huge 
element of racism in these cases, and 
people of colour are constantly mistreated 
and dealt with by police in ways that 
a white person in the same situation 
would likely not be. The race argument 
is often glazed over for the argument 
that police were “just doing their jobs.”
A police officer’s job is not to kill 
people. Ideally, they would never have to 
kill anyone, and should only do so as a last 
resort. Many are killed by police for simple 
reasons such as reaching inside their 
pockets, not completely cooperating with 
an officer’s orders, or charging at them with 
a knife or other weapon that isn’t a gun. 
There are many ways to subdue 
people that do not involve using fatal force. 
Even if a gun is necessary (as opposed 
to pepper spray, batons, or Tasers), 
gunshots can be fired in a way that does 
not immediately kill. There are also many 
guns tested and used by police that shoot 
bullets designed to injure but not to kill, 
such as those made of rubber. A shoot-
to-kill mentality is not a healthy one, 
particularly if it is used at the start of a 
confrontation instead of after escalation. 
There is a growing belief in society 
that police are entitled to kill whoever 
they want, as long as that person is 
automatically judged to be a danger. All 
deaths caused by police are a tragedy, and 
every single one should be investigated. 
Many of them are justified, maybe even 
the majority, but I still feel there are many 
cases in which the death was unnecessary. 
öö When is it ok to kill?
Police using fatal force in 
escalated incidents
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Remember all the great actors of colour who were nominated for 
an award at the 2016 Oscars? The 2015 
Oscars? No? That’s because there 
wasn’t a single one. For the past two 
consecutive years, the Academy Awards 
has neglected to recognize actors of 
colour for their talents. Why? Because 
the Oscars are racist. Plain and simple. 
The Oscars have been celebrating 
white supremacy since they first started 
in 1929. It wasn’t until 1940 that the first 
Black actress, Hattie McDaniel, won an 
award for best supporting actress for her 
role as “Mammy” in Gone with the Wind. 
An award for which she had to have 
special permission to receive because of 
the hotel’s “whites only” policy. Even then, 
McDaniel was not allowed to sit with her 
white colleagues, and instead sat at a small 
table in the back of the room. It seems 
that according to the Academy, people of 
colour can be recognized for their talents 
as long as it makes white people look 
good, but not recognized as people. 
The Oscars diversity controversy 
is not just black and white. Since 1929, 
in the 88 years the Oscars have taken 
place, only 6.4 per cent of the best actor 
and actress or best supporting actor and 
actress recipients have been people of 
colour. Unpacking this percentage and 
looking over the awardees, 15 of them 
have been Black, 5 have been Latino, 3 
Asian, and exactly none have been Native 
American. Fast forward to now and not 
much has changed. Yes, some movies with 
more diverse casts and stories are being 
produced, but they are receiving little 
to no recognition. This is not the first 
time whitewashing has dominated the 
Oscars, it is far from it. In the 21st century, 
95 per cent of Oscar nominations have 
gone to white actors. People of colour are 
being under-represented, while white 
people are being over-represented.
There’s the argument that there are 
no good actors of colour, or that movies 
featuring non-white actors do not deserve 
to win simply because they were not good 
enough. However, considering the obvious 
disregard for the many fantastic actors 
and actresses from the past two years such 
as O’Shea Jackson Jr., Corey Hawkins, 
Jason Mitchell (Straight Outta Compton), 
Michael B. Jordan (Creed) (which 
Michael B. Jordan’s white counterpart 
Sylvester Stallone was nominated for), 
Oscar Isaac (Ex-Machina), Mya Taylor 
(Tangerine) and Idris Elba (Beasts of No 
Nation), this argument holds no weight. 
Even when non-white actors are 
recognized for their roles in major films, 
these roles are only taken seriously 
as long as they do not take away from 
their white counterparts or follow some 
sort of racialized archetype. Roles are 
often reduced to maids or slaves (Lupita 
Ny’ong’o in 12 Years a Slave, Hattie 
McDaniel in Gone with the Wind.), the 
‘exotic’ lover (Penélope Cruz in Vicky 
Cristina Barcelona, Halle Berry in 
Monsters Ball) or the classic thug trope 
(Denzel Washington in Training Day, 
Javier Bardem in No Country For Old 
Men). On the other hand, white people are 
often given these awards when playing a 
non-white character as we have seen with 
Linda Hunt as Billy Kwan in The Year of 
Living Dangerously (1982), William Hurt 
as Louise Molina in Kiss of the Spider 
Woman (1985) and Jennifer Connolly as 
Alicia Lardé in A Beautiful Mind (2001).
When it comes to discussing racism 
at the Oscars, the facts are undeniable. 
Films should represent people of all races, 
ethnicities, and religions appropriately, 
as they should be a reflection of the 
world. The world is not 95 per cent 
white, so there is no reason the Oscars 
should be representing it as such. 
The latest sitcom from CBC is called Workin’ Moms. According to an 
IMDB description, it: “follows the lives 
of four women as they juggle love, 
careers, and parenthood. They support, 
challenge, and try not to judge each 
other as life throws them curveballs.” 
Sitcoms displaying slice-of-life 
situations are nothing new, and the 
show actually looks pretty funny. 
However, the concept and title are 
sexist and decades behind the times.
Imagine if CBC premiered “Workin’ 
Dads.” Obviously, the concept of a 
male who has a job and also children 
is nothing new and accepted. Women 
who have children and a career are 
also not new. While the idea of women 
attempting to be more than just a 
housewife has been mainstream for 
decades, the “working mom” stereotype 
remains and is judged far too often. 
Most moms work, particularly today 
when a single income isn’t enough, or 
in a single-parent household situation. 
They don’t just work petty jobs, they 
work hard at challenging careers that 
require much effort. These jobs come in 
all varieties, and many of us remember 
our mothers working nights and 
weekends to support us growing up. 
There is still a terrible perception 
in society today that women are not as 
capable as men in… Well, pretty much 
everything, but particularly in having a 
career. Because of their gender, women 
are considered less qualified to balance 
a career and children. A man having 
a job he’s good at while also having a 
family is seen as incredibly normal and 
encouraged, but when a woman does it, 
it results in criticism and CBC sitcoms.
Workin’ Moms was created by 
a working mother, and I don’t think 
she intended for there to be a sexist 
message or perception underlined. 
Unfortunately, we live in a society where 
it will probably always be more difficult 
to be a mother than to be a father. The 
responsibilities that are expected with 
this double standard are ridiculous.
Ultimately, a woman can do 
literally any task that a man can do just 
as well. Some of the most successful 
entrepreneurs and CEOs are women at 
the top of the corporate ladder in careers, 
and there are just as many successful 
women working lower-level labour. 
A working mother is not a daring or 
interesting concept; it is simply a human 
being who happens to be female with 
a job and at least one child. This is the 
complete norm in today’s society. 
CBC’s ‘Workin’ Moms’ highlights 
and reinforces sexism
öö Double standards in gender
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öö #OscarsSoRacist
Racial discrimination in 
Hollywood is undeniable
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As you’ve probably seen, Canadian telecommunications giant Bell’s 
annual Let’s Talk campaign will be 
happening soon, and it encouraging 
openness and awareness of mental health. 
Bell will donate $0.05 towards mental 
health organizations across Canada for 
each use of the hashtag #BellLetsTalk 
and each text sent on a Bell phone plan. 
Ultimately, millions of dollars 
go towards helping people with 
their mental health. In addition, a 
conversation across the entire country 
is initiated on a topic so often ignored. 
These are fantastic initiatives and 
should be highly encouraged.
Mental health issues 
disproportionately affect minorities, 
including women, the members of 
the LGBTQ+ community, and POC. 
It is underprivileged folk who are 
most likely to develop a mental health 
problem, and who have more difficult 
accessing resources and treatment. 
The #BellLetsTalk ads are incredibly 
white. Almost all of the people smiling 
and encouraging you to talk are 
extremely privileged (and rich) Caucasian 
celebrities. Mental health issues affect all 
demographics of Canadians, but not all of 
them are as successful as Howie Mandel. 
Bell needs more diversity in their ads, 
though I can understand why a homeless 
Indigenous woman with schizophrenia 
just doesn’t look as nice on a billboard.
Above all, social conditions are a 
huge factor in the mental health of the 
population. Low-income individuals 
are more likely to develop a mental 
health disorder, and more importantly, 
are unable to access proper care for it. 
Counselling and psychiatric services 
are not free nor covered by the glorious 
Canadian healthcare we all worship for 
some reason, even though it’s just as 
important as our physical health. (The 
government doesn’t consider eyes and 
teeth to be essential for our health, either.) 
Mental health is an ongoing 
struggle with many root causes. Lifestyle 
is a very important one. Many who 
suffer could significantly improve 
their conditions through a healthier 
diet, exercise, and environment. Of 
course, following these regimes is 
easier said than done, particularly if 
you’re severely underprivileged.
Bell is getting a lot of free advertising 
out of this event. They’re donating 
millions to charitable causes, and that’s 
definitely worth some exposure. Bell is 
also a corporate giant that continues 
to use capitalism to hold a monopoly 
on wireless services in Canada. Their 
bills are getting higher and higher, and 
I wonder how many Bell employees 
have their mental health suffer because 
they aren’t being paid a living wage. Do 
Bell employees have an EAP included 
with their benefits? Are they able to 
access the services of a mental health 
professional subsidized by the company? 
On January 25, I’m going to make 
a donation to a local charity that 
specializes in mental health instead 
of spamming a hashtag 100 times. 
Donating to charity is always good, and 
one wonders how much free corporate 
advertising hijacks the process. 
Mental health campaigns 
that don’t scratch the surface of 
systematic inequality are still 
very good, but they deserve to be 
addressed for what they really are. 
öö Examining a mental health campaign
#BellLetsTalk’s corporate and 
systematic campaign
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When talking about current moral issues, someone inevitably 
mentions animal welfare. Just as 
invariably, someone smugly dismisses the 
movement as childish. They say that pigs 
and cows are just dumb animals. Another 
common response is that animals eat each 
other in the wild, and so it is all right if 
we eat other animals, as we are animals 
ourselves. This is all uttered with an air of 
authority and intelligence. However, what 
kind of argument is actually being made?
The idea that animals have no moral value 
because they are less intelligent than 
humans is easily dismissed. We know it is 
no worse to kill a man with an IQ of 160 
than a man with an IQ of 85. There is no 
reason why this logic should not apply 
to animals. The food chain argument 
is no better. It essentially translates to 
this: In nature, some animals are able to 
dominate and devour other animals and 
this is right because it is natural. Firstly, I 
see no reason to consider what is natural 
to be what is morally right. Secondly, 
the argument could also apply to human 
interactions. Thus, all number of horrific 
acts would be permissible. There is no 
way to create a consistent ethical system 
in which animals are not included.
I imagine many people will respond 
to these arguments with “But they’re 
just animals.” Though perhaps not the 
most sophisticated rebuttal, I believe it 
captures something of what we know 
to be true. There is something sacred 
about human life. No argument can be 
made for this and it must be accepted 
as foundational. You must believe it to 
be true without evidence. If so, then 
you can disregard much of the previous 
paragraph. No one can argue with you. 
Instead, you must ask yourself whether 
the sanctity of human life implies that 
animals have no worth. Is slaughtering 
a pig for your own pleasure a morally 
neutral act? How about allowing a cow to 
wallow in filth and infection? Surely the 
same sense that told you that human life 
was sacred cried out in protest when you 
read that. If so, do something to improve 
the lives of animals. Buy from farms that 
treat their animals well. If you’re feeling 
really convicted, become a vegetarian. 
There are a plethora of ways you can 
help reduce the suffering of animals.
The ethics of animal welfare 
and consumption
öö Is it ok to eat meat?
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Opinions Editor
Humour
Have an idea for a story? 
 humour@theotherpress.ca
If you did not know already, you can now get a certification in mansplaining! 
Below are the details taken from the home 
page of mansplaining.co.edu.
How to apply 
It’s really easy! All you have to do 
is be a man. And by that, we mean that 
you have to be manly, masculine, and 
machobravo. That is the first step, and 
once you have that checked you can go 
to step two. Click the “Apply” button at 
the top right of the page. There will be a 
form where you will be asked to put your 
name, date of birth, gender—yes, male is 
the only option, that’s not a bug so don’t 
worry—address, email, telephone number, 
credit card number, reason why you want 
to join, and simply hit submit. The reason 
we need your address and credit card 
number is because as soon as you sign 
up, you will receive a free “Proud to be a 
Meninist” shirt straight to your mail box. 
And yes, it’s free! If you see a charge from 
your credit card balance, that must be a 
feminihackerninja trying to hack your 
account. Just one of the reasons why we 
need meninism.
Syllabus
Three textbooks will be required 
for this course. The first book 
is “Mansplaining: Why we do 
it.” The second book is a pocket 
booklet titled, “Good phrases 
to use when arguing with 
a woman.” And the third 
textbook is, “Why men are 
always right.” They are 
rather thick, but that’s 
because men should 
know everything.
Class hours 
The course is mostly 
done out of class hours 
with a monthly lecture. 
The homework is very 
simple: First, you need 
to know a girl (bonus 
points if she’s very 
argumentative, or even 
your girlfriend). Second, 
find the perfect opportunity 
to mansplain. If you don’t know what 
that is, allow me to demonstrate with this 
example:
You and your girlfriend are going 
out for lunch with your friends. 
Later during the lunch 
conversation, your girlfriend 
explains something to both 
of your friends. But you know 
she is wrong so you jump in and 
save the conversation by saying 
“ACTUALLY, it’s X and Y.” You 
are the man here, bro, and 
you know it all. Your 
brain is the size of your 
brawns. If she gets 
mad at you, just brush 
it off; she’s just being 
oversensitive. You 
know how the ladies 
are. 
This is only one 
example. It does not 
even have to be your 
girlfriend! You can even 
do your studies in the 
field of academia. If a 
nerdy chick is trying to 
argue with you, prove 
to her that you are smarter by dropping 
jargon and terminologies on her that she 
will most likely not understand. Even if 
you are maybe unsure if you are right, you 
will sound right. The key here is to counter 
her arguments, which will be wrong, 
obviously, because she’s a woman. You can 
start by saying the foolproof “ACTUALLY,” 
then continue with “but,” “however,” “the 
fact is,” and many more useful phrases. 
Never use “in my opinion,” “I think,” or 
show any leniency or doubt, because 
you have to make her realize that she 
only thinks the way she does because she 
doesn’t know any better.
Career and higher education prospects 
Most of our applicants end up getting 
positions in fields dominated by men. 
This certification also gives you the edge 
to pursue a degree in men’s studies, 
HIStory, meninism, self-defence against 
the feminazis, and many many more. 
It’s now a woman’s world out there, and 
this certification will help you to defend 
yourself from the men-hating agenda. 
This is just one of the many reasons why 
we need meninism, bros, so go sign up!
 O Fiery Eye of Sauron appears, Surrey
 O Alcohol sales spike in anticipation of 
Trump’s inauguration
 O Local student confidently gives wrong 
answer in class, disintegrates from shame
And more!
An earth science class has been in session for nearly a week now, 
as no one has yet stepped forward 
to hand in a finished test.
“It’s utter and complete madness,” 
said teacher Anna Ripley, in a statement 
to the press issued from the door of 
her classroom. “I’ve seen test-stalls 
before—you know, when the student 
who finishes first thinks they’ve finished 
too quickly, so they don’t hand their 
work in and it’s awful for everyone—
but this has just gone way too far.”
The trouble started on Thursday 
afternoon after Ripley distributed a low-
stakes test covering the first chapter of 
the textbook. Apparently, the test was 
only supposed to take 20 minutes.
“It’s now been 143 hours and 
17 minutes,” Ripley said. “I just did 
the calculations and frankly, I’m 
horrified. They could have written 
their midterms, finals, and 20-
page research papers by now.”
Inside the class, the students have 
created an odd kind of micro-society, with 
its own form of law and social hierarchy.
“It’s kind of socialist, kind of 
anarchist, kind of ‘no one gives a shit,’” 
said one student, Jimothy John-Jacob. 
“We’ve been texting friends to toss food 
and water in through the open window—
wait, don’t put that in, though. We’re not 
allowed to text while taking the test.”
“Yeah, everyone still counts this as 
test time,” confirmed another student, 
Nicola Nickels. “At this point it’s all 
just on principle, and we know that. 
But the problem is, if someone goes 
forward now, that’s practically admitting 
to being the asshole who finished first 
and kept us all captive for a week out 
of pure anxiety. Like, we’ve all been 
there, but come on. I missed a concert 
last Friday because of this bullshit.”
“The commerce in the classroom 
centres around a pretty sophisticated 
barter system,” explained marketing 
student Cameron Coster-Waldeau. 
“Basically, if you’re able to get your friends 
to toss in supplies for you—magically, 
because none of us are using cellphones, 
obviously—you have leverage. From 
there, you take what you need to survive, 
then anything extra gets passed around 
for the common good, and for favours 
and general goodwill points from 
your fellow classmates. We’re also not 
allowed to talk to each other, so we’ve 
all developed a sign language dialect to 
facilitate the trade. I think we’re doing 
pretty well, all things considered.” 
A student claiming to be the first 
to finish the test, who has asked not 
to be named, passed a note to the 
Other Press reporter on the scene. 
“I’m very very sorry. This is all my 
fault,” the note read. “No one wants 
to be the first to finish, and I know I 
finished way too fast. I couldn’t face 
the shame. Tell my family I love them. 
Oh wait, you can’t, because you don’t 
know who I am. Never mind.”
Student who finished first too nervous 
to hand in test, class stalls
öö No one has left classroom since last Thursday
Rebecca Peterson
Humour Editor
Carlos Bilan
Staff Writer
öö ACTUALLY, only if you’re a man
You can now get official 
certification in mansplaining
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A press conference was called in Hollywood yesterday, as male 
producers have finally answered 
to allegations of sexism and 
unequal representation in a large 
majority of mainstream cinema.
“We’re here today to say we hear 
you,” said John White, an executive 
producer and common strawman of the 
Other Press’s Humour Section. “We hear 
that some of you want more ladies in 
film. We get that. Women are great! If 
you’ve seen any movies I’ve produced, 
you’d know I think women are great. In 
fact, we use women in our movies a lot! 
I really don’t get what the fuss is about.”
It was pointed out to White 
that the issue isn’t necessarily 
about seeing women, but actually 
hearing them say lines.
“Alright, we’re getting into 
semantics here,” said White. “I’m hearing 
you want—what, female characters? 
Not just skinny, attractive, young white 
women tossed into the plot for the 
sole purpose of being available for sex 
with the hero of the story? Isn’t that 
what every woman wants, though? To 
have no other purpose in life than to 
provide sexual gratification for a man?”
 “I feel like my esteemed colleague 
is digging himself into a bit of a hole, 
here,” said producer Tim Blanc, as 
White was being pelted with at least 
a dozen pieces of old fruit, giving him 
an approximate 12 per cent approval 
rating on Rotten Tomatoes. “What we’re 
trying to say is that in film, we go for 
realism. At the end of the day, it’s just 
not realistic to have too many women 
on the screen. Like, how many female 
characters and female-led storylines do 
you want? Half? In what world is that 
realistic? I mean, if half of the world’s 
population was made up of women, that 
would be one thing, but it’s not, is it?”
Blanc was promptly informed 
that yes, half the population is 
made up of women. This came as 
a shock to all the men speaking at 
the press conference, and everyone 
was forced to take a short recess as 
they processed this information.
“Okay, so, we might have been 
fucking up a little,” White said when 
he returned to the microphone about 
half an hour later. “In our defence 
we genuinely thought the ratio 
was something like, o1 woman for 
every 10 men? But it’s not, so um… 
yeah, okay, maybe we should have 
more women in our films. Shit.”
The discussion then moved 
to the matter of people of colour 
in films, and the producers at the 
podium appeared to relax again.
“Alright, this is an easy one,” said 
Blanc. “Again, people, it’s about realism. 
If more of the world’s population was 
made up of non-white people, then 
we’d totally make more movies about 
them. But it’s not, right? It’s like, 1 
non-white person for every 100 white 
people… right? Someone nod their 
head or something if I’m right. Why 
is no one nodding their head?”
The press conference concluded 
with the producers closing on a final 
statement: “We clearly don’t know as 
much about global demographics as 
we thought we did, and will in future 
do our best to rectify past errors. We’re 
very sorry for the inconvenience.”
Rebecca Peterson
Humour Editor
öö ‘It’s just not realistic to have too many women on the screen’
Filmmakers continue to bravely 
insist on making the majority 
of their films male-centric
It has taken three weeks, but the general public has finally clued in 
to the dark and terrifying fact that 
yes, there are now Class N drivers 
that have the year 2000 as their birth 
year on their driver’s licences. 
The Vancouver Police Department 
has issued a warning to all drivers that 
in the new year driving conditions are 
going to be icy, slushy, and riddled with 
drivers who had never experienced a 
world without the mobile phone. 
“We just want drivers to be 
informed as to who they’re sharing the 
roads with, and what kind of hazards 
this could bring to Vancouver’s streets,” 
said police spokesperson Jim Knotrelly. 
“We know that it’s a frightening time to 
be driving, especially for the seniors out 
there, but we can assure the public that 
we are doing everything in our power to 
keep traffic as safe as possible.”
The police are not the only ones 
worried about the possible repercussions 
that come with a new year of untested 
drivers, as angry Facebook users have 
also voiced their concerns. 
“I think everything is the fault of 
millennials, and now they’re going to 
be making our roads more dangerous as 
well,” complained one anonymous user, 
who was then told that the people in this 
age range (2000s and later) are actually 
referred to as Generation Z. 
“God help us,” the user commented 
after making that realization. “Those 
damn millennials have evolved into 
something far more terrible than we 
could have ever imagined.” 
“I don’t get what the big deal is,” said 
Chris Young, a high school junior who 
had his birthday this January. “I took all 
of the proper driving training courses, 
and I am really excited that I finally get 
to drive by myself!” 
The fast and furious Young claimed 
to have driven to the interview on his 
own, though our Other Press reporter 
knew that this could not have been the 
case, as there was no trail of mutilated 
bodies or flaming, crashed cars to be 
seen. 
“I don’t understand what everyone 
is freaking out about. I mean sure, I’m 
younger than most drivers out there, but 
I know what I’m doing and I am extra 
careful because I know I’m so new,” 
Young said. 
While it remains uncertain if 
anyone who did not experience the 
first six seasons of Friends during 
their original broadcast should ever 
be allowed to operate a motor vehicle, 
one thing is glaringly true: We are all 
only getting older, and while we like 
to remain ignorant of our slow march 
towards the reaper, death will someday 
come to us all regardless.
öö People who did not exist in the ’90s finally behind the wheel
Kids born in the 2000s now 
on roads, police warn
Chandler Walter
Assistant Editor
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The unthinkable has happened, and the verdict is in—we’ve entered a new 
Cold War period, and as far as looming 
portents of doom go, it has all been rather 
mild. As far as any new organization is 
reporting, in the face of almost certain 
global war, many Canadians have 
elected to simply shrug their shoulders 
and continue on with their days.
“It’s all just kind of been business 
as usual, actually,” said local shopkeeper 
and first Cold War veteran Sol Serviver. 
“Schools are still open, buses are still 
running—well, about as well as they ever 
do—and we’re all just patiently going 
about our days. It’s like they always say, 
you know: ‘Hope for the best; prepare for 
a nuclear holocaust.’ Like any prudent 
citizen, I’ve got my bunker ready, and 
that’s really all you need, isn’t it?”
It seems as though the global 
population has gone through all five stages 
of grief throughout these last few months, 
as an orange tyrant was elected to power, 
even after proving himself to be a horrible 
shitstain on the face of humanity time 
and time again; as the CIA proved that 
Russia hacked the election only to be told 
that they were lying and the attack on 
democracy wasn’t really all that important 
anyway; as the free press has been 
threatened by the new administration and 
called “liars” by people who can’t even tell 
the truth about established facts, such as 
what the weather is doing on any given day; 
as the world took to the streets to march 
against all this, against racism and sexism 
and homophobia and xenophobia and all 
the –isms and phobias that should really 
have been eradicated by now; through 
all of this, the world mourned, shouted, 
wrote angry op-eds and probably cried 
over, and now, finally, an eerie sense of 
calm has descended upon the populace.
“I think we’ve all just kind of 
accepted that the end is nigh,” said 
Douglas student Katja Scavenger, in 
an interview with the Other Press on 
Tuesday. “The most anyone can hope 
for at this point is that we get to punch a 
Nazi or two on this crazy ride down the 
black hole into a bottomless infinity.”
“I wouldn’t say it’s as dark as all 
that,” said another student, Ian Crimson. 
“Things aren’t getting better, sure, and 
things are definitely getting worse, but I 
mean, so far it all seems pretty calm. If I 
were to say anything about the current 
state of things, I’d say it’s all going fairly 
okay, and at this point the best we can 
do is strive for adequacy, right?”
öö Threats of nuclear annihilation aside, everything seems pretty chill
First week of new Cold War 
‘going fairly okay’
Rebecca Peterson
Humour Editor
A dollar store employee received a bit of a shock on Sunday when 
one of her customers confessed to 
multiple counts of murder at her till.
“It was unreal,” said 19-year-old cashier 
Pheobe Wright in a phone interview with 
the Other Press. “Just totally unreal.”
The incident occurred just after 
2:00 p.m., half an hour after Wright 
returned from her lunch break. The 
customer cannot be named at this time, 
but is described as being an “impeccably-
dressed man in his early thirties, with 
small glasses and jaw-length brown hair.” 
“All I said was ‘how are you,’” said 
Wright. “I mean, I say that to every 
customer. At most, I was expecting a mild 
‘eh, not bad, how are you’ in response. I 
don’t actually want to hear anyone’s life 
story, you know? But this guy clearly had 
something he wanted to get off his chest.”
According to Wright and various 
witnesses, the customer began by 
saying “not bad,” then added “not 
great though,” and continued with 
“actually, I might have killed a guy, do 
you have some time to talk about it?”
“I figured I should probably keep him 
talking, so I was like, ‘yeah, sure,’” said 
Wright. “I mean, that and it was a really 
slow day in the store. Like, terminally 
boring. And then bam! Murderer! Right 
at my till! Really helped speed things up 
a bit, even if I was kind of terrified.”
“It’s strangely not an uncommon 
occurrence,” said Officer Simone 
Blackwell, of the New Westminster Police 
Department. “I think there’s an irresistible 
urge inside every criminal, a yearning to 
confess to their crimes. Unfortunately, 
retail workers seem to get the brunt 
of spur-of-the-moment confessions. 
Less and less people are going to actual 
churchy confession these days, after all, 
so retail workers have kind of become the 
new priests of the world, and the till has 
become the new confessional. Just two 
weeks ago I had a case where a grocery 
store clerk asked a customer if they were 
finding everything okay, and the customer 
broke down and admitted to embezzling 
large amounts of charitable funds 
from a local orphanage. It’s really quite 
remarkable, the power of a single question.”
When asked how this 
might affect Wright’s work going 
forward, she just laughed.
“Honestly, I wish I could say that’s 
the weirdest thing that’s ever happened 
to me at this job,” said Wright. “The fact 
of the matter is, retail is just not for the 
faint of heart. Humans are complete and 
total unpredictable whack jobs, the whole 
lot of us. If anything, I just wish retail 
workers were paid more and given a little 
more credit for all the wild bullshit we put 
up with on the front lines of humanity.
öö Colloquial greeting of ‘how are you’ reaped unexpected and alarming results
Retail worker asks how customer is 
doing, receives murder confession
Rebecca Peterson
Humour Editor
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NOTICE OF DSU
GENERAL MEETING
Thursday, February 2 @2pm
Room N2201, New West Campus
free pizza & refreshments
AGENDA
Consideration of Bylaw Amendments
Presentation of Annual Report
2016-17 Progress Report
Appointment of Auditor
Question and Answer
Presentation of Audited Statements
After a discussion on changes to the BC Societies Act, the meeting will 
consider bylaw amendments presented by the Representative Committee. The 
proposed bylaw changes are attached to this poster.
The Representative Committee will present a summary of the activies of the 
Students’ Union between September 2015 and August 2016.
Representative Committee members will present an outline of initiatives 
undertaken since May 1, 2016.
Erik Allas from the auditing firm Tompkins, Wozny, Miller and Company will 
present the audited financial statement and auditor’s report for the 2016 fiscal 
year.
Members will appoint the auditor for the 2017/18 year.
The Representative Committee will answer questions from members.
DOUGLAS STUDENTS’ UNION
